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challenging examination of selected areas of what Professor Mullany describes as
“the most fascinating branch of the common law of obligations” this is a book
to be highly recommended.

MARGARET FORDHAM

CLINICAL LEGAL EDUCATION BY NR MADHAVA MENON [Lucknow: Eastern Book
Company, 1998. xxiii + 312 pp (including index). Hardcover]

THIS book by Professor Menon is a welcome addition to the field of Clinical Legal
Education. While this book was written from the perspective of Indian legal education,
the contributors to the various chapters come not only from India but from the
United States and Australia and include the Hon Justice MD Kirby who currently
sits as a judge on the Federal Court of Australia.

The book is divided into two parts consisting of a total of seventeen chapters
and two appendices. Part 1 is titled “Overview of Clinical Legal Education” and
provides the “big picture” to clinical legal education. The chapters in Part 1 explore
concepts and issues relating to clinical legal education like the role of clinical
education in the law curriculum, implementation of the clinical methodology and
the process of skills training and learning.

Part 2 is titled “Tasks in Clinical Legal Education”. The thirteen chapters in
this part focus specifically on various skills taught in clinical legal education as
well as issues relating to, inter alia, assessment and design of clinical education
programmes. In relation to the specific skills taught in clinical education, part 2
covers a wide spectrum ranging from generic skills like interviewing, counseling
and negotiation to law-specific skills like appellate advocacy, case planning and
mediation.

In its preface, Professor Menon states that this book is intended to be

“a clinical handbook to inform the legal community and to provide some basic
materials for those so inclined to mount a clinical programme in their respective
law schools.”

To this end, the book has served its purpose. It provides a reasonably compre-
hensive coverage of clinical legal education. Both the theoretical issues and practical
considerations of teaching and implementation are covered and this will certainly
provide a valuable starting point and resource for the teacher intending to delve
into clinical legal education.

Of particular value and deserving of specific mention is the inclusion of excerpts
drawn from an American Bar Association report on “Legal Education and Professional
Development – An Educational Continuum.” These excerpts set out what is con-
sidered to be fundamental lawyering skills and provides an analysis of each skill
set. This is invaluable in the design of training courses to teach and install these
skills in students. Further, they also provide a useful benchmark in assessing the
effectiveness of the training given.

Of course, the book does fall short in some areas. For example, the book is
meant to be a systematic organization of relevant material. However, it would appear
that Part 2 of the book only deals with specific skill sets and does not comprehensively
address all the skills considered to be fundamental to lawyering. To be fair to the
contributors, to achieve this would have required a monumental effort and could
not be contained within the covers of just one book.
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Another shortfall relates to Chapter 3 titled “How to Learn Skills – Some
Reflections”. While this chapter starts off well by focusing on the process of learning
skills, it unfortunately meanders into the area of the content of the actual skills
themselves. The writer would have expected more discussion on how specifically
skills should be taught so that they can be integrated into student’s behaviour and
capabilities. Perhaps this is implicitly addressed when discussing the implementation
of clinical legal education but it would have been useful to have an explicit discussion
of this important issue.

Despite these short-comings, the book is a valuable addition to the area and
the writer would recommend it to anyone interested in clinical legal education. While
the notion of clinical legal education is firmly in place in many American law schools,
it has yet to be accepted in Asian and indeed, as Professor Menon acknowledges,
Indian law schools. Perhaps the publication of this book will herald the way for
clinical legal education to be accepted in Asian and Indian law schools.

JOEL LEE

THE LAW OF ADVOCATES AND SOLICITORS IN SINGAPORE AND WEST MALAYSIA
BY TAN YOCK LIN (2ND EDITION). [Singapore: Butterworths Asia. 1998. cxiv
+ 1025 pp (including index). Hardcover: [$298.70] (inclusive of GST)]

THERE are many types of book on the legal profession. Some are “jolly good reads”
(such as David Pannick’s Advocates, 1992, OUP); some are as fun as swallowing
saw-dust (the imagery is not mine but I forget whose); some are historically oriented
(and there are many that fit this category); and some concentrate on the ethical
dimension (a big thing in the United States). It is difficult to pigeon-hole Professor
Tan Yock Lin’s The Law of Advocates and Solicitors in Singapore and West Malaysia
(2nd ed, 1998, Butterworths) as its approach is somewhat unique.

The writer is famously known for having his finger in many legal pies. His
expertise ranges from the procedural to the substantive, from the civil to the criminal,
and from the domestic to the private international. The diversity of his interests
is reflected in the book presently under review, which is now in the second edition.
The author has brought together, in one convenient volume, the legal rules which
directly impact, in one way or another, on the legal profession. These rules belong
to a large number of categories, including procedural law, agency law, contract
law, trust law, tort law, and evidence law. It is not just a book on the “law” strictly
so called; it deals also with professional ethics (in chapter 11). But as most of ethical
rules have statutory force, the title of the book is not misleading. That the book
crosses so many subject boundaries makes it difficult to write, and it is made doubly
difficult by the fact that it discusses the position, not only in Singapore, but also
in West Malaysia. I must confess that I needed some persuasion before agreeing
to write this review. I knew (from past use of the first edition) that it covers many
topics of which my knowledge was superficial. My fear proved well-founded.
Accordingly, many of my comments have to be general in nature, touching on matters
of structure and arrangement.

To say that the book has grown is an understatement. It started life with the
last page numbered 458; now, it ends at page 1025. The length is more than doubled.
This is quite understandable. There is a new chapter on legal professional ethics
and an astonishing number of developments has taken place since the publication
of the first edition in 1991. Very substantial revisions – and thus plenty of work
– had to be done. Unfortunately for the reviewer, the preface does not highlight


