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Family and Subordinate Courts, to commercial mediations done at the Singapore
Mediation Centre, to mediation services provided by professional bodies, as well
as government agencies. Chapter 10 addresses the issues of quality, standards and
accountability in mediation. Specifically, the chapter looks at training for mediators,
accreditation matters, standards and guidelines, as well as the potential legal liability
of mediators. Since the mediation movement in Singapore is relatively young, these
matters are indeed topical and in many cases have not yet been resolved. Chapter
11 provides a glimpse into the perspective of the users of the mediation process.
This survey of satisfaction levels includes not only the parties but also their legal
representatives. Chapter 12, the penultimate chapter, deals with the various legal
issues that arise in mediation. This may surprise some legal practitioners who may
have thought that mediation had “no legal substance” to it. One issue of personal
interest to this reviewer is whether a contractual clause requiring parties to mediate
their dispute is enforceable. Of particular utility are the sample mediation clauses
used by the Singapore Mediation Centre. Another important issue is the role of
confidentiality in mediation and whether privilege is accorded to the process. Other
matters are also discussed and this chapter will be helpful to legal and mediation
practitioners grappling with such issues. Chapter 13, the final chapter, deals with
the themes and trends in mediation practice. This chapter returns to the “big picture”
by exploring the various pressures on mediation as well as future trends.

At the end of the day, Boulle and Teh’s effort is a laudable one. Although this
reviewer would have liked to see a section devoted to the topic of mediation advocacy
so that legal representatives can have a road map to assist parties in preparing for
a mediation, it is acknowledged that a book cannot be all things to all people. This
book, however, does come close. Its scope of coverage means that it has something
for legal practitioners, lay people, mediation practitioners and students of mediation.

While not the first local book on mediation, Mediation: Principles, Process
Practice certainly distinguishes itself. It is a book that this reviewer will return
to from time to time and he highly recommends it as a valuable addition to the
bookshelf of anyone that is interested in or involved with mediation.

JOEL LEE

NON-CONTENTIOUS PROBATE IN SINGAPORE BY DANIEL KS TAN [Acumen Pub-
lishing 2000, xxix + 267 pp (including index) + diskette (MS Word 95).
Hardcover: S$215]

AS the title suggests, this book covers non-contentious probate matters, in other
words, cases where there is no litigation over matters like the appointment of
administrators or executors of the estate of the deceased. Chapters in the book cover
useful areas like the administration of small estates by the Public Trustee and the
resealing of foreign grants or probate and letters of administration.

Numerous checklists are also included for the paralegal. A good range of sample
forms and affidavits are also included.

The chapter on Estate Duty is quite thorough – dealing with a wide range of
assets including bank deposits, shares in listed and unlisted companies, ships, annuities,
etc. Resolution of the classic dilemma experienced by administrators of not being
able to extract the grant of letters of administration as estate duty clearance has
not been obtained, and not being able to sell the deceased’s assets to pay estate
duty as the grant has not been obtained, is also explained.

This book is aimed not at the experienced probate lawyer, but more at the solicitor
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dabbling in this area or the paralegal supporting the lawyer. There is therefore only
a passing reference to case law. In fact, when first glancing through this book, the
reviewer was under the impression that there were no case law references since
the book does not contain a table of cases. There is however, a wide range of statutes
and legislation including the Registration of Births and Deaths Act (Cap 267),
Insurance Act (Cap 142), Rules of Court (S71/1996), Public Trustee Act (Cap 260),
with a table listing all of these.

Many matters not dealt with in the statute books but which are a matter of
administrative practice are also covered – for example, transfer of motor vehicles
before extraction of the grant of probate or letters of administration. Another example
of a matter of this type is found in the discussion of small estates. The author states
that he understands the practice of the Public Trustee is to exclude the value of
HDB flats when calculating whether an estate has a value of $50,000 or less.

The usefulness of a law book often depends on its index. The reviewer decided
to test the index by examining how it dealt with a claim for damages for wrongful
death caused by accident in the estate duty affidavit. Unfortunately, the index did
not contain any relevant entries under headings like “damages, death, estate duty”.
It was only after a thorough reading of the book that the reviewer found a brief
mention of this area at paragraph 6.42.

Another caveat in the use of this book – provisions of the Intestate Succession
Act (Cap 146) and section 35(2) of the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act
(Cap 61) are not covered. This is because the book does not deal with the actual
administration of estates such as the disposal of the deceased’s real estate and the
distribution of the assets. This is a great pity since it leaves the reader feeling that
he has only half the picture.

Notwithstanding the reviewer’s nit-picking, all in all, this is a very useful and
practical book for the average practitioner who does not specialize in probate matters.

TERENCE TAN BIAN CHYE

THE CRIMINAL LAWYERS’ GUIDE TO EXTRAORDINARY REMEDIES BY BRIAN J
GOVER AND VICTOR V RAMRAJ [Canada Law Book Inc, 2000; xxxiv + 189
pp (including index). CAD$57.]

THIS book is the product of a joint collaboration between Brian J Gover, a partner
with the Toronto litigation firm of Stockwood Spies, and Victor V Ramraj, an
Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore.

It deals specifically with the application of administrative law remedies (or
“extraordinary remedies” as they are termed under Canadian law) in the context
of criminal law. A concise practitioner’s text, it assumes a basic knowledge of the
history and concepts of administrative law, as well as the workings of the Canadian
legal system.

The book finds its genesis in the Bar Admission Course materials prepared by
Brian Gover, who has served as an instructor in the course since 1988. True to
its roots, its contents are presented in a clear lecture-style format. Each chapter
and subsection typically opens with a brief introduction of its objectives, a short
history and the flavour of the particular remedy in focus, followed by the presentation
of the main body in a logical and systematic fashion. This format is standardized
throughout the book, affording thematic consistency and facilitating easy reference.

The approach of its authors is relentlessly practical. In an area of law the


