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The final two essays are rather more specific in focus but nevertheless give much
food for thought in the more universal sphere. This is of course not surprising in
the least because one cannot really draw a strict dichotomy between the universal
on the one hand and the particular on the other.  Indeed, the whole point of universal
theory is that it might guide particular action. Dr Reid Mortensen’s essay (entitled
“Art, Expression and the Offended Believer”) is one that finds resonances in every
country, focusing (as it does) on  balancing the difficulties engendered by a strict
application of blasphemy laws on the one hand and the need to avoid offending
religious sensibilities on the other. Professor Davina Cooper’s essay (entitled “‘And
was Jerusalem Builded Here?’ Talmudic Territory and the Modernist Defensive”)
is a very interesting study of the conflicts engendered by the installation of an eruv
in an English borough. The eruv itself is an extension of space, which enables a
relaxation of Jewish Sabbath carrying restrictions vis-à-vis objects (the restriction
is one pertaining to the transporting of objects between the public and the private
domain during the Sabbath, and the eruv, by notionally extending the private domain
(in this instance, by the erection of a series of poles joined by thin, high wire),
results in the extension of the permissible space, thus allowing transportation legitmately
to take place). What appears at first blush to be a highly specific topic actually
conceals much broader issues: for instance, the very important perspectives and
philosophies (and, even possibly, prejudices) underlying the views of the opponents
to the installation of this particular eruv.

The essays are certainly informative and analytical. If there is one theme that
informs all of them, it is that of conflict and controversy in all their multifarious
forms. Given the inherent nature of the subject, this is not surprising. It is therefore
somewhat disappointing that the essays (apart from the editor’s own introductory
piece) did not really grapple with the issue of and possible justifications for an
objective approach that might take, for example, the form of a religious natural
law theory. This is itself a controversial issue but it is, in my view, unavoidable.
It is one thing to discuss the various points of stress and conflict but it is also
imperative that some attempt be made to resolve such conflicts by recourse to
arguments of objective theory and value. In a world of many worldviews, this is
a tall (some would even argue, impossible) order.  But it is surely worth the attempt.
However, in all fairness, the nature of the present work (a collection of essays)
was perhaps not conducive to such an enterprise which, ideally, demands a much
more extended and holistic study. As I have already mentioned, the various essays
themselves are scholarly, interesting and thought-provoking and the entire volume
constitutes an excellent addition to the existing literature in this increasingly important
area of the law.

ANDREW PHANG

FAMILIES IN CONFLICT: THEORIES AND APPROACHES IN MEDIATION AND
COUNSELLING [Butterworths, 2000, xiv + 411 pp (including index): S$160]

IN the last 5 years, there has been a proliferation of local publications relating to
the appropriate dispute resolution process of mediation. Families In Conflict: Theories
and Approaches In Mediation And Counselling represents the latest offering from
Butterworths in this rapidly expanding field.

Families In Conflict: Theories and Approaches In Mediation And Counselling
brings together the efforts of judicial officers, legal and social work scholars,
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counseling professionals, mental health professionals and medical professionals in
one book that seeks to address issues facing families in conflict.

The book is divided into three parts. Each of these parts seeks to address a specific
aspect of the subject matter. Part I deals with the issues of Marital Conflict. Part
II focuses on Family Violence and Part III deals with the legal perspectives on
the issues involved.

The 10 chapters in Part I are varied and cover various aspects of Marital Conflict.
Chapters 1, 4 and 5 for example are more conceptual, covering broader notions
of conflict resolution like the process of mediation (Chapter 1), Interests-based
mediation (Chapter 4) and Negotiating Behaviour (Chapter 5). Other chapters deal
more specifically with strategies and techniques that can be used in family mediation
(Chapter 2) and mediation in the family court (Chapter 3). Of course, it is important
to remember that when talking about marital conflict, it is not just about the processes
and methods to resolve that conflict, but also the ways to work with those who
are affected by marital conflict. Hence, this part also has chapters that look at family
and divorce counseling (Chapters 6 and 8), how to measure the success of these
counseling processes (Chapters 9) and working with children who are caught in
the midst of the marital conflict of their parents (Chapter 7). There is also a chapter
on community services in Singapore (Chapter 10) which provides a useful list of
organizations providing support services for families in conflict and crisis.

Part II features 6 chapters dealing with Family Violence. The focus shifts to
working with the perpetrators of family violence as well as the support services
that are available to assist families facing family violence. There are chapters looking
at the physical and psychological consequences of family violence (Chapters 16
and 11 respectively). This part also specifically looks at the possible treatments
available for the perpetrator of family violence (Chapter 12). Two chapters set out
the support networks available for the victims of family violence (Chapters 13 and
14) and there is a chapter devoted to family violence counseling (Chapter 15).

The 4 chapters in this final part cover the legal aspects of families in conflict.
These aspects are the division of matrimonial assets under the Women’s Charter
(Chapter 17), the maintenance of wives and children (Chapter 18), custody matters
(Chapter 19) and issues of protection from family violence (Chapter 20).

This book is commendable for its multidisciplinary content. It is an important
reminder that when dealing with something like family conflict, there are always
many different perspectives to the problem. Clearly, this book not only covers the
legal aspects of the topic but also taps into view points from psychology, counseling,
social work and medicine.

There are some aspects of this book which, in the opinion of this reviewer, could
have been improved. First, some of the chapters overlap in content with one another
and the effect to this reader is that the book does not gel as well as it could have.
Perhaps this is unavoidable when dealing with such a multidisciplinary topic.

Secondly, the chapters in the book are of varying quality. Some chapters are
purely descriptive and informational whereas others consider the subject matter in
more depth. Chapter 10, for example, almost entirely consists of contact details
of community services in Singapore. While this is useful and the author of the chapter
does indicate what each service addresses, in this writer’s opinion, would be more
appropriately reproduced as an appendix to the book.

Finally, it is not clear for whom the book is targeted. Obviously, some of the
information will be of interest and use to legal professionals. However, some other
parts of the book seem more appropriate to a lay audience. Again, perhaps this
is intended as a resource to a large audience. If this is so, then it more than serves
its function.
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At the end of the day, this book is a useful starting point for anyone working
with families in conflict. It will provide that person with a specific direction to
move in and in which to do further research. By doing so, it is hoped that, as the
Senior District Judge Mr Richard Magnus expresses in the preface, “the sharing
of these thoughts [in the book] will bring about a greater understanding of the nature
of, and solutions to, family conflict.”

JOEL LEE

PRACTITIONERS LIBRARY: FAMILY COURT PRACTICE [Butterworths Asia and the
Subordinate Courts Singapore, 2000; xlvii + 551 pp (including index). Hard-
cover: S$275].

THIS book is a logical progression in the heightened development of the family
justice system occurring in Singapore in recent years. The Family Court was first
established in March 1995 as one of the divisions in the Subordinate Courts of
Singapore. It started out as a court handling cases relating to maintenance, family
violence and adoption. In 1996, by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Transfer of
Matrimonial, Divorce and Guardianship of Infants Proceedings to the District Court)
Order 1996, Section 110/96, jurisdiction to hear matters relating to guardianship,
custody, nullity, divorce and ancillary matters was transferred from the High Court
to the Family Court. The Women’s Charter underwent extensive amendments in
1997, by virtue of the Women’s Charter (Amendment) Act 1996 which came into
operation on 1 May 1997. The establishment of a customized court set apart to
dispense family justice and the employment of the processes of non-judicial ad-
judication, such as in-house mediation and counselling led in no small part to many
refinements in the procedures in family practice. This book captures the essential
aspects of the practice and procedures involved in the practice of family law. It
brings users to date with the fast-paced developments since the late nineteen-nineties.
Further, as the Family Court is a division of the Subordinate Courts of Singapore,
the grounds of decision of cases heard by the Family Court District Judges were
not reported and were, until recently when the Academy Digest Database included
them, not accessible to lawyers. This book includes some of the more important
subordinate court family cases.

The book is divided into three parts. Part A states the law and practice relating
to the validity of marriages, property disputes between spouses, family violence,
maintenance, guardianship, custody and adoption of children, and family matters
involving Muslim parties. Part B states the law and practice relating to matrimonial
proceedings, such as matters arising from a divorce, and the ancillary matters
consequent on divorce. Part C contains a consolidation of forms and precedents
relevant to the different aspects of family practice.

In Part A, the general structure used in each chapter is as follows. First, the
statutory provisions relevant to the Chapter are stated. In the second section, the
relevant procedures involved are given. In the third section, a concise statement
of the law in that topic is set out. Here, extracts of judgments of instructive or
illustrative cases are reproduced. The Subordinate Court decisions are also included
in this brief survey of the law. This section is probably aimed at introducing or
stating the current law on the topic. It does not give an academic analysis or critique
of the law. This structure is used for most of the topics in Part A, with a slight
variation in the chapters on Maintenance of Wife and Children During Marriage
and Family Proceedings Involving Muslims Heard at the Family Court. The chapter


