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The addition of local cases (such as Mah Kah Yew v PP) and of other 
primary materials (such as extracts from the Application of English Law 
Act, section 9A of the Interpretation Act, and the Practice Statement of the 
Court of Appeal) is very helpful, and it contributes to the more local flavour 
of this edition. This reader would have liked to have seen slightly fuller 
materials relating to local legislation – such as more detailed extracts from 
the Application of English Law Act and its schedules (and perhaps even the 
Minister’s Statement). She would also have preferred the various provisions
of section 9A to have been reproduced together, rather than being divided 
by illustrative or explanatory cases. However, these are purely personal 
views, and other readers – particularly those studying law for the first time 
– might well find the system adopted by the authors far more accessible 
because of the selective nature of the statutory extracts. Where notes and 
questions have been added to supplement the new materials, they are 
uniformly excellent – clear, concise and insightful.

In making the vari ous changes and additions, the authors have remained 
faithful to the spirit and substance of the first edition. Indeed, many parts of 
the original have been retained in their entirety (such as the section on 
English cases relating to stare decisis), and the new parts of the book so 
closely mirror the style of the first edition that all of the material merges to 
form a seamless whole.

The authors are to be congratulated on producing an excellent second 
edition, and one which will surely meet with a level of success at least equal 
to that enjoyed by the original. This book offers such an admirable 
combination of information, analysis and academic insight that no
Singapore student will wish to embark on the study of law without it.

MARGARET FORDHAM

BANKRUPTCY LAW IN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE BY GK GANESAN
[Malaysia: Marsden Law Book Co, 2001, xcvi + 1440 pp (including 
index).   Hardcover : S$390]

THIS massive tome is an ambitious project by a Malaysian practising 
lawyer to provide a useful reference work fo r practitioners on both sides of 
the Causeway. The object of this review is to see how well it serves its 
function for Singapore lawyers.

This book starts with the general principles of bankruptcy law and this is 
followed by a detailed section by section discussion of the Malaysian 
legislative provisions. There is a detailed discussion of the procedural and 
technical aspects of bankruptcy law in the general principles section.

The main problem with this work is that the book is written with the 
Malaysian bar as the main audience. It is not easy to research the law based 




