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of the Conference and its committees. In this way it is possible to ascertain the
views that were held by States on the particular subject before the Treaty was
finalised, and to see to what extent compromise has produced development rather than
codification. It also serves to show how real or superficial are the differences between
the ‘English’, the ‘Continental’, the ‘American’, the ‘Communist’ and ‘Afro-Asian’ (if
any) views of international law.

Among recent conferences held under the auspices of the United Nations have
been the Geneva Conferences on the Law of the Sea, 1958/1960, and the Vienna
Conference on Diplomatic Intercourse and Immunities, 1961. Recently, the Secretariat
has made available the verbatim record of the general debate of the Committee of
the Whole of the 1960 Geneva Conference and the Summary Records of the Plenary
Meetings and the meetings of the Committee of the Whole of the Vienna Conference.
Research students interested in these matters as well as historians of the law of the
sea are placed deeply in the debt of the United Nations for having made this raw
material available.

There is one inherent drawback in the publication policy of the United Nations.
By excessive documentation it is possible to produce the same result as would be the
case if nothing or little were published. From the point of view of research, much
valuable time is lost by wading through mountains of unnecessary paper and any
machinery which is available for simplifying this task is to be welcomed. Miss
Brimmer and her colleagues have done yeoman service by making available A Guide
to the Use of United Nations Documents. The value of this Guide is enhanced by
the fact that it not only deals with the United Nations, but also with the specialised
agencies and special United Nations bodies.

One of the difficulties when dealing with U.N. Documents has been the plethora
of apparently incomprehensible initials, followed by a complicated series of reference
numbers. Now, we know that documents in the series BIO/MISC relate to bio-
graphical data on persons temporarily connected with the U.N. Commission for
Conventional Armaments; CH/ refers to Charter Day and UND/ to United Nations
Day; ACG/ concerns the 2nd International Conference on Peaceful Uses of Atomic
Energy; and HQSUM is the Review of U.N. activities at Headquarters.

The volume not only identifies the documents, thus indicating exactly which relate
to a particular research project, but also gives hints as to how they should be used.
As new international institutions are created, so the need for more extensive guides
will make itself felt. It is to be hoped that Miss Brimmer’s team will keep the Guide
up to date, and will shortly bring out a companion volume devoted to the documents
of the European and other regional organizations.

L. C. GREEN.

THE WORLD COURT: WHAT IT is AND HOW IT WORKS. By S. Rosenne.
[Leyden: Sythoff. 1962. 230 pp. D.F1.17.50; 35s.]

REPORTS OF INTERNATIONAL ARBITRAL AWARDS. Vol. X. Ed. by Codi-
fication Division, U.N. Office of Legal Affairs. [New York: United
Nations. 1962. xvi + 779 pp. 64s.]

Dr. Rosenne, the Legal Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State
of Israel, has established himself as a leading authority on the law of the Inter-
national Court of Justice. His two existing works on the subject are probably too
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technical and detailed for most students of international law or the law of inter-
national institutions, unless they are making a specialised study of the Court.

In his latest work on the subject he has provided a most useful introductory
handbook. He states that it is intended “to serve the politician, the diplomat, the
member of parliament, and the enquiring members of the public at large, all who
are interested in international affairs and the organs through which they are con-
ducted, as a guide and introduction to the main factors which make the Court what
it is and cause it to work as it does.” Apart from these classes of reader, The
World Court will serve as a valuable general guide for the student. It should not
be thought, however, that the student pursuing international law as an examination
subject will be able to dispense with Dr. Rosenne’s larger studies or such works
as Professor Schwarzenberger’s International Law, in which he will find the law as
it is applied by the World Court. To ascertain information as to the purpose of the
Court, its organization and its modus operandi, however, this book could hardly be
bettered.

An attitude has developed in some of the new States that the Court, and inter-
national law as such, is a reflection and a product of ‘outmoded, western, capitalist’
ideas. Dr. Rosenne is aware of this point, and agrees that the feeling that the law
is too European is an undoubted disadvantage from the point of view of respect for
the law and its interpreter. He also draws attention to the fact that, whereas before
1939 it was the small States which went to Court to protect their vested interests
against the larger States, it is now the “Great Powers who are inclined to take refuge
behind a formal position based on traditional international law when faced with
claims by small and new States who object to the traditional position.” On the
other hand, his review of the attitudes of the Court leads him to the conclusion,
“perhaps not sufficiently known,” that the Court has shown itself both sympathetic
and appreciative of the psychological attitudes of these small, newly independent
States.

Among these latter, there is often the feeling that all international decisions
date from the establishment of the World Court. In fact, this is far from being the
case, and the World Court itself is authorized to have regard, in suitable cases, to
the jurisprudence of earlier international tribunals. The awards of such tribunals
are of course not binding, but merely serve as an indication of what earlier judges
thought the law to be. Unfortunately, many of the reports of such tribunals have
long been out of print and, from the point of view of new libraries, completely un-
obtainable.

Since 1948 the Legal Division of the United Nations has gradually been helping
to fill the gap and the tenth volume of its Reports of International Arbitral Awards
completes the story begun in the previous volume of the Venezuelan Arbitrations of
1903, which until now have only been available in Ralston’s Reports of 1904 and 1906.
The present volume reproduces the awards of the Commissions between Venezuela and
France, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Netherlands, Spain, and Sweden and Norway,
respectively.



July 1963 BOOK REVIEWS 193

These cases all arose out of the claims of foreign creditors against whom the
Venezuelan Government had defaulted, and of topical interest, in the light of the
United States quarantine of Cuba, is the view of Ralston in the De Caro case that
“a non-effective or paper blockade is illegal, and cannot constitute the foundation
of rights on the part of the government declaring it, but may create liabilities against
such government.”

The Legal Division of the United Nations has declared its intention of con-
tinuing to make available the texts of awards of the pre-1918 period and every law
school, legal department of foreign office and University law librarian will be in-
creasingly placed in its debt as further volumes of the Arbitral Awards become
available.

L. C. GREEN.

WORLD HABEAS CORPUS. By Luis Kutner. [New York: Oceana. 1962.
289 pp. U.S. $7.50.]

YEARBOOK ON HUMAN RIGHTS FOR 1959. [New York: United Nations;
London: H.M.S.O. 1961. iv + 395 pp. 35s. 6d. U.S.$5.]

RECLAIMING THE NAZI LOOT. By C. I. Kapralik. [London: Jewish Trust
Corporation. 1962. xvi + 199 pp. 17s. 6d.]

Whenever a newly-independent State resorts to measures of preventive detention,
many people, and at times even the International Commission of Jurists, give the
impression that the denial of the right of habeas corpus is equivalent to a complete
denial of human rights and the virtual breakdown of democracy and the rule of law.
Thus, in his introduction to World Habeas Corpus Quincy Wright, brought up in the
security of the common law and the United States Constitution with its guarantee
of due process, contends that “arrest and detention without due process of law is . . .
an abuse which threatens all other human rights.”

Mr. Kutner bases his book on the premise that ‘World Man’ is “the beneficiary
of just humanity and of divine human worth . . . [whose] existence is founded on
a fundamental identification of reason with law and that all of his grievances, be
they imaginary or real — shall have a forum of due process of law to air out such
grievances.” To this end, he envisages World Habeas Corpus as a “competent inter-
national legal institution to guarantee and protect individual security, enjoy the
adventure of compassion of translating man’s national right and gift of freedom into
an authoritative rule of law. World concern, resolved in world collective respon-
sibility, must permit the whole man to seek and achieve his maximum personal
development without arbitrary invasion or detention. That must be the inevitable
goal of a sensible and surviving free world.”

Mr. Kutner sees the guarantee of this free world in the evolution of international
due process of law, which he paraphrases as “accepted international standards of fair
play.” He therefore favours the establishment of International Courts of Habeas
Corpus on a regional basis as keepers of the world’s conscience and the world’s proper-
ties, that is to say vested property assets of private individuals. In this connection, he
is of opinion — and it would be interesting to know whether Quincy Wright shares it —
that the United Nations Charter “finally established the individual as a true subject
of International Law, possessed of substantive legal rights outside the scope of the
national State.”


