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to be found essays on Pan-Africanism; African unification movements; the Common-
wealth and Africa; the Congo; and Africa and the United Nations. Together they
emphasise the point made by the editors: ‘Emergent Africa is testing the strengths
and weaknesses of the international order as they have not been tested before. The
issues being raised are of inescapable concern to all nations and people.’

It is perhaps as well to close this survey of some of the recent literature on
international law in a changing world with a quotation from Syatauw:

‘If ever a fair appraisal of practices can be made, it should be made with
a clear understanding of the ambitions, claims and expectations of those
who are the subject of observation and discussion. The important question
is, therefore, what the Asian [and African] nations themselves think. The
question as to what they should think can only be considered after having
made oneself acquainted with the answers to the first question. It may well
be that a discussion of the second question will be very critical of the outcome
of the first one. So be it, if only that criticism has been arrived at after
due consideration has been given to what the Asian [and African] states
think themselves. Then the result can only be to the benefit of these
Asian [and African] nations. On the other hand, if criticism is poured out
over these countries without regard for their own attitude, nor for the com-
pulsion of certain facts, criticism will only cause more resentment. Especially
an attitude of ill-concealed self-righteousness on the part of older states
who claim that they themselves abide by “established rules of international
law”, implying that the new states act as irresponsbile young member of a
family of nations, arouses angry protests from these young nations and not
always without justification. If anything, these new nations have quickly
discovered that international relations today are carried out primarily on
the basis of hard facts, and that there is much lip service and hypocrisy.
A more realistic approach to international relations is desirable in all parties
concerned.’

L. C. GREEN.

DECISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE: A DIGEST. By
J. J. G. Syatauw. [Leyden: Sythoff. 1962. 237 pp. D.fls. 16.50.]

There can be no doubt that from the point of view of teaching or of study, there
can be no real substitute for the actual report of a judicial decision. Casebooks should
serve to encourage the student to go to the original source, assist him in his revision,
and come into their own when they make readily available reports which would
otherwise be difficult to come by.

This is equally true of international as of municipal decisions. Where the former
are concerned, the student coming to international law as a complete novice is often
overwhelmed by the very weight of the material before him. In the case of the
International Court of Justice he finds that judgments tend to be lengthy, that as
many as ten of a bench of twelve may find it necessary to deliver separate opinions
or comments, that rationes decidendi and obiter dicta tend to fall over each other,
and he must be excused if he regards every statement as of equal worth.

It must also be borne in mind that, although the number of States resorting to
the Court is small, the matters dealt with have been varied. Further, to send a
student to just one volume of the Reports may leave the impression, particularly if
the separate and dissenting opinions are discounted, that the output of the Court is
less than it really is. To some extent Dr. Syatauw’s digest of Decisions of the In-
ternational Court of Justice remedies the situation. Here are to be found summaries
of the facts and findings of every judgment and opinion of the World Court before
July 1962, together with a short Anglo-French bibliography on each — unfortunately
there is no biography of works on the Court or the totality of its achievement as
such.
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One can understand the Editor’s decision to omit dissenting and separate opinions,
for selection becomes invidious. Nevertheless, it is to be regretted that the reader
receives no hint of the significance of, for example, the joint opinion of Basdevant,
Winiarski, McNair and Read on membership in the United Nations; of the views of
Azevedo or Read on asylum in Latin America; of McNair’s analysis of trusteeship
or ratification; of Lauterpacht on reservations to the Optional Clause and the signi-
ficance of General Assembly resolutions; nor has he any hint of Alvarez’s “new in-
ternational law”. Nevertheless, here the student will find a “pocket-book guide”, if
not to the work of the judges, to the majority decisions and opinions of the Court.

L. C. GREEN.

REPORTS OF INTERNATIONAL ARBITRAL AWARDS, Vol. XI Prepared by the
Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations Secretariat. [New York:
United Nations, xii + 579 pp. £2 10s. 0d.]

INTERNATIONAL TAX AGREEMENTS, Vol. VIII and Supplement I and Vol.
IX and Supplements 1-7. Prepared by Dept. of Economic and Social
Affairs, United Nations. [New York: United Nations.]

Apart from its activities in the political and humanitarian fields, one of the most
important functions of the Secretariat of the United Nations lies in its documen-
tation service. The three volumes under review merely serve to emphasise the debt
which international lawyers already owe from this point of view.

One of the complaints of the student of international law, and especially if he
is studying in one of the newer universities, is the difficulty of getting hold of older
material, particularly documents and law reports. The series of Reports of Interna-
tional Arbitral Awards prepared by the Codification Division of the Secretariat’s
Office of Legal Affairs has greatly helped in filling this gap. With volume IX the
Division commenced reproducing some of the more significant arbitral awards ren-
dered between 1902 and 1920 and vol. XI concludes the exercise. Apart from a
number of awards by the Permanent Court of Arbitration including the Muscat
Dhows, the Casablanca Deserters, Grisbadarna, the North Atlantic Fisheries and
Savarkar, there is the award by George V in the Alsop claim brought by the United
States against Chile, as well as a large number of boundary disputes. Of the latter,
one or two are still of topical interest. Thus, it was only in 1963 (The Times, August
8) that the United States finally handed over territory in the Chamizal zone to
Mexico. In 1911 the latter was awarded 598 acres as a result of a shift in the
channel of the Rio Grande; in 1963 she accepted 437 acres. When Northern Rhodesia
secures its independence it may well happen that an attempt will be made to disregard
the 1905 award of Victor Emmanuel III of Italy settling the Barotseland boundary
with Portuguese Angola.

Those who are interested in international economic law and its problems are
constantly faced with the difficulty of getting hold of their materials and then
bringing order to chaos. From the point of view of the ordinary man, perhaps the
aspect of international economic law which affects him most is that of double taxa-
tion. The first volume in the series of International Tax Agreements was published
by the United Nations in 1948 and supplementary volumes have appeared at irregular
intervals since. Vol. VIII is a World Guide and provides comprehensive information
on the present state of all international agreements for the avoidance of double
taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion. The material is presented country by
country with a chronological list of all the treaties to which it is a party — even
Montserrat in the Leeward Islands and the Isle of Man appear as separate countries,
while Palestine remains since Israel agreed in 1950 to the extension of the agree-
ment of 1947 with the United Kingdom, although the Agreement and Protocol on
the taxation of foreign motor vehicles has been terminated. In addition, there is a
classified list of international tax agreements, the earliest being that of 1899 between


