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Austria-Hungary and Prussia (Germany). This list is divided into agreements on
income and fortune taxes, extraordinary taxes on fortune, taxation on income from
movable capital, exemption for income derived from student employment; taxation
of the income of non-residents; income from commercial, agricultural and industrial
enterprises; air transport enterprises and exemption from duties on aircraft fuel;
the income of maritime transport enterprises and maritime and air transport enter-
prises; rail transport enterprises; taxation of motor vehicle traffic; death duties
and gift taxes; reciprocal administrative assistance; sales and turnover taxes;
capital transfers; bills of exchange; the exemption of schools from certain taxes;
exemption from customs of publicity material relating to tourism; reduction of tax
because of family charges; and registration fees and stamp duties.

Vol. IX uses the classification indicated above and consists of the texts of inter-
national tax agreements concluded since June 1957, for the earlier ones are to be
found in vols. I-VII. In the six years that have elapsed since then no fewer than
138 agreements have been signed, among them being the 1961 agreement between
Singapore and Japan for the avoidance of double taxation and tax evasion. The
last relating to the Federation of Malaya was that between the United Kingdom and
Norway of 1955 which is printed in Vol. VII, and which also operates for Singapore.
With the establishment of Malaysia there are likely to be either new agreements
or notes extending existing agreement to the new Federation, and these will be
published by the Secretariat in due course.

To keep the series up to date, regular supplements are issued, and since the
latest volumes are produced as ring files it is easy to insert them in their right place
(these Supplements may be ordered on a standing order basis, as may future volumes
of the Reports), while the text of any particular agreement may be readily found
by the reference to the relevant volume in the country list.

L. C. GREEN.

RECUEIL DE LA JURISPRUDENCE DE LA COUR. Published by the Court of
the European Communities. [Luxembourg. Vols. 1-5, 1954-9, (with
index vol.) NF 98; Vol. 6, 1960, NF 30; Vol. 7, 1961, NF 30; Vol.
8, 1962, NF 34.]

It is becoming more and more common in text-books of international law, parti-
cularly those specialising in international organisation, to describe the European
Communities as an example of supranationalism, rather than internationalism. One
of the leading pieces of evidence to sustain this view is the European Court. Here
there exists an international tribunal to which States, certain international bodies,
industrial organizations and organizations of individuals may bring legal suits arising
from the activities of the various organizations which constitute the European Com-
munity. Moreover, unlike the decisions of the International Court of Justice at The
Hague, those of the European Court of Justice at Luxembourg have to be carried
out by the authorities of the State affected.

If the United Kingdom were to become a member of the Common Market then,
in accordance with the Treaty of Rome, the House of Lords would no longer be the
supreme judicial tribunal under English law. Instead, a tribunal in which English
legal traditions would be “under-represented” would, for the purpose of the Treaties
involved, become the supreme English Court. It is important, therefore, for English
lawyers, and those of countries which may consider creating a common market and
similar institutions of their own, to be aware of the type of suit that is likely to
come before the Tribunal and of the possible impact of the Treaty interpretation
upon the local law.

The European Court of Justice started functioning in 1954 at a time when the
sole European body involved was the Coal and Steel Community. At that time
there was not a great deal of work for the Court to do and the first volume of Reports
consists of a mere 293 pages. By 1960 the work of the Court had increased to such
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an extent that the year’s Reports take up two volumes covering 1234 pages, although
the only organisation other than the Coal and Steel Community to be affected was
the Economic Community. In 1961 the Court itself was being sued, and in 1962 the
defendants included the European Parliamentary Assembly, while among the issues
considered by the Court was the interpretation of an article (177) of the Treaty
establishing the European Economic Community by the Court of Appeal at The
Hague.

If the United Kingdom becomes “part of Europe”, presumably English will be-
come one of the working languages of the Court and an English edition of the
Recueil will be published. It is to be hoped that in that event the Registry will see
fit to publish also an English edition of the existing volumes, for they will be im-
portant in understanding the Court’s jurisprudence constante — the recently instituted
Common Market Law Reports are too selective to serve this purpose.

In 1964 the Court will have completed its first ten years. It is suggested that
when the Index volume for the years 1960-1964 is published it should, unlike the
Index to volumes 1-5, include the text of the relevant articles of the European
Treaties together with the Statute of the Court, as well as the Court’s Rules of
Procedure. It might also be helpful if future volumes of the Recueil were to give
a list of the judges and other officials of what in some ways may be considered to
be the only European organ — or for that matter international organ anywhere —
whose decisions are fully binding and authoritative, and must be given effect.

L. C. GREEN.

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES. By Ann Van Wynen Thomas
and A. J. Thomas, Jr. [Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press.
1963. xii + 530 pp. U.S.$10.00]

In the seven years that have elapsed since Professor and Mrs. Thomas published
their Non-intervention: The Law and its Import in the Americas, much has happened
affecting the security and maintenance of peace in that area. On each occasion, much
has been heard of the potential of the Organization of American States and attempts
have invariably been made to oust the jurisdiction of the United Nations. To an
outsider it has often appeared that the invocation of the Organization has been an
excuse for inaction and to give an opportunity for the particular issue to run itself
down. This also appears to be the view of the learned authors. They are of opinion
that ‘of late the organization instead of settling hemispheric problems has tended to
make settlements more difficult....Today the Organization of American States is
becoming more and more mechanical, and unless it reverses this trend, instead of
developing a more secure and fruitful basis of international association it will con-
tinue its present process of stagnation and decay.’

The present work deals with issues up to February 1963, but apart from pro-
viding a careful politico-juridical analysis of the activities of the Organization in
such matters as the Guatemala ‘Communist’ threat, the disputes between Haiti and
Dominica, the Cuban missile crisis, and the like, the authors have provided a splendid
study of the organization, theory and practice of what could be one of the most im-
portant regional organizations in the world, pointing out that if any such organization
is to work it depends on the goodwill and determination of its members, and must have
some social and economic, as well as political raison d’être.

Professor and Mrs. Thomas postulate five essentials for any effective international
organization: a viable international community; an effective machinery for the
pacific settlement of disputes; a rational pattern of membership; legislative power
over its members; and an effective method to ensure that legal obligations are en-
forced. They point out that it is difficult to describe the present relations of Latin
America inter se or with the United States as typical of a community. ‘Nevertheless,
there has always been an awareness among the leaders and the political elite in all
the nations of this hemisphere that inter-American co-operation has been beneficial.


