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precedent, it is denied its right to breathe the communal air which sustains its life.
The result is that it almost ceases to live.

Within the framework which Mr. Justice Ollennu has chosen for himself, he
has done very creditable work and has produced an authoritative treatise. Under
section 67 of the Courts Act, 1960, questions relating to the existence or content of
customary laws are questions of law for the courts, and the courts will consider,
inter alia, the writings of experts. Here is a book which, one can be sure, they will
gladly consider.

JOSEPH MINATTUR.

LEARNING THE LAW, 7th Ed. By Glanville Williams. [London: Stevens.
1963. ix + 218 pp. (incl. index). bound £1; paper bound 12s. 6d.]

There is hardly any need to introduce this book. Seven editions in eighteen
years speak for themselves as to the popularity and usefulness of this book. This
edition retains all those features which contributed to the reputation of the book as
a helpful guide to law students as well as to others less intensely concerned with
the law.

The main change in this edition is the replacement of R. v. Franklin by Wilkin-
son v. Downton as the principal illustration of ratio decidendi. As the latter case
is a judgement and not merely, like the former, a direction to a jury, it is a welcome
improvement.

While in no way detracting from the excellence of this book, it perhaps neces-
sary to observe that the suggestions contained in the book, particularly as regards
methods of study, ought to be tested against individual needs and personal experience.
No two persons use the same methods of study and perhaps differing subjects, such
as jurisprudence, international law and contract, may require different techniques.
Nevertheless the acute and witty observations of Dr. Williams are worthy of every
student’s consideration. The success of this book makes the reviewer wonder whether
we may hope that the author’s valuable experience as a teacher may be set out in
a new volume entitled ‘Teaching the Law’.

L. W. ATHULATHMUDALI.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED IN CONCILIATION PROCEEDINGS
UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES ACT, 1947. Indian Law Institute
Research Studies No. 1. [Bombay: Tripathi. 48 pp. (incl. index).
Rs. 5.50.]

This is the first in a series of research studies published by the Indian Law
Institute and is also the first of a series of studies on the project on Administrative
Procedure and Adjudication followed in the major Central Government Departments
of India. This little book is to be welcomed by all students of administrative law for
this is the first occasion that any attempt has been made to study the administrative
procedure followed in a Government department. The subject matter of this book is
the procedure followed in conciliation proceedings under the Industrial Disputes
Act, 1947, of India. To one not versed in Indian Law and Indian administrative pro-
cedure, it appears that there is indeed a great number of steps involved in
conciliation proceedings under the Act. Conciliation proceedings should be as
informal as possible. Conciliation officers there, however, have to work on a set
basis and the numerous steps that have to be taken makes one feel whether such
steps are indeed essential. After all, as the authors rightly point out, the heart
of conciliation lies in persuasion. The reviewer cannot help but agree with the re-
commendations of the Institute that preliminary correspondence should be reduced


