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giving practical information on selected and more important offences which are
usually dealt with in the Police Courts under the Police Offences Act 1901 - 1961.

The present volume has been completely revised, and the authors have included
a number of important decisions which have been given since the last edition. They
have also included the amendments to the various acts relating to police offences.
The other changes include revised editorial notes, and useful comments have been
added and brought up to date. The authors have ommitted the Crimes Act, 1900,
the Crimes Preventive Act, 1916, and the Service and Execution of Processes Act,
1901 -1950, which appeared in the eighth edition, but they have included for the first
time the Second Hand Motor Dealers Act, 1956.

The present edition has also a useful appendix dealing with the various important
sections pertaining to the Local Government Acts. This is a useful addition as the
Local Government Acts have an important bearing on Police Offences legislation.
The appendix also provides an alphabetical list of ordinance under the Local Govern-
ment Act, 1919 No. 41 which are relevant under the Police Offences Act together with
Regulations made under the provisions of the Police Offences (Amendment) Act,
1908, as amended by the Police Offences Amendment (Drugs) Act, 1927, and the
Police Offences Amendment (Drugs) Act, 1934.

It also contains a list of abbreviations used in this volume, a table of forms, a
table of statutes, a table of cases, and a table of offences and penalties, with a short
description of the more important offences under the Police Offences Act, 1901 - 1947,
and the Vagrancy Act, 1902, together with the section of the Act in which such
offences occur, and the maximum penalty to which the defendant is thereby made
liable.

The authors have maintained accuracy in all that appears in the book. This
volume will be extremely useful in providing a handy reference for those who practice
in the police courts, and to every other person concerned in the administration of
the criminal law — lawyers, magistrates and students of criminal law.

V. KUMAR.

OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY. By G. A. Merchant [Bombay, N. M.
Tripathi Private Ltd. 1963. xliii + 383 pp. Rs. 20.]

This book is an account of the principles underlying the following offences under
the Indian Penal Code: Theft, Extortion, Robbery, Dacoity, Criminal Misappropria-
tion, Criminal Breach of Trust, Receiving Stolen Property and Cheating.

This is a pioneer work in that it is the first time that an attempt has been made
to survey in a separate work those aspects of criminal law that have a bearing on
property. This has enabled a more compendious treatment of the subject. Each
chapter deals with one of the offences and essential ingredients of each offence is
outlined in the context of numerous and up-to-date cases. Both substantive law and
procedure are dealt with in this manner. Various aspects of the offence are treated
in considerable detail. For instance, thefts of fish in water, of cattle, of trees and
crops each has a separate section illustrated by a number of cases. On occasion, a
short comparision of the salient features of the English & Indian Laws has been
introduced.

Despite these advantages, and they are far from negligible, the book is in a
sense a disappointment. In the first place, the case law is almost wholly drawn from
Indian and older Burmese reports. It would have been useful to compare how other
countries which have adopted the Indian Penal Code have coped with similar pro-
blems. Secondly, the book is an account of the principles relevant to separate offences
relating to property; it does not attempt to compare the various concepts underlying
these offences. It would have been enlightening to have examined the concept of
‘property’ in the different offences. If this was not possible, suitable cross-references
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would have gone far to meet the needs of a student in this field. Perhaps a more
comprehensive index would have sufficed. At the moment, there is only an index of
the cases. Thirdly, (and this is perhaps the most important reservation) the method
of treating the subject-matter leaves much to be desired. It is not sufficient merely
to state a proposition and then support it by a statement of the facts of numerous
cases. The cases are placed in such a manner as to be mere examples for or against
the proposition. There is hardly an attempt to discuss the cases as a whole. They
are not even placed in historical order. Judgments are set out frequently but the
judge’s line of reasoning is often omitted. There is no attempt to analyse the cases
and present them in a particular perspective. As a result, although the ingredients
of an offence are stated there is no attempt to restate them in the light of judicial
interpretations.

This book will be of use to those who wish to have a brief account of the relevant
case law, but it will be of lesser value to the advanced student looking for a sophis-
ticated discussion of the cases.

L. W. ATHULATHMUDALI.

THE LAW OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, By D. W. Bowett. [London:
Stevens & Sons 1963. xviii + 347 pp. incl. index. £2 15s. 0d.]

This is a good book and it is already on the list of recommended books for those
taking Public International Law for the LL.B. in the University of Singapore. Dr.
Bowett’s avowed purpose is to provide “an introductory textbook.... from which the
law student might get an overall view of the field before turning to the numerous com-
mentaries on particular organisations or to the monographs on special topics”. In this
he has admirably succeeded but he has also produced a book which is interesting and
stimulating.

There are two chapters in this book which are particularly good. Chapter 3 (The
United Nations) and Chapter 12 (The Impact of International Organisations on the
Doctrine of Sovereign Equality of States). Dr. Bowett is outspoken — “the Assembly
should never decline to fulfil its responsibility in taking up a matter simply because
to do so would incur the displeasure of a particular State” (p. 23) ; generous with
advice — “what is required is a proper balance between fulfilling the duties of the
Assembly and, on the other hand, allowing the Assembly to become a forum in which
one State may seek to embarrass another with which it has political differences”
(p. 23); and prepared to speculate — “It may well be that, whenever the major
political issiues can be solved and the Security Council and Assembly assume a formal
role, ECOSOC will come to the fore as the most active and useful organ of the
UN”, (p. 61). In discussing the impact of international organisations on the doctrine
of sovereign equality of States Dr.. Bowett is equally outspoken — “The assumptions
that only States ought properly to be represented in the international sphere, that
States should enjoy complete equality of vote, and that decisions required unanimity
could, if carried to their logical conclusions, well-nigh stultify the promotion of
common interests through the medium of international organisations”, (p. 311). Dr.
Bowett therefore goes on to show how the doctrine of sovereign equality has been
evaded “by different techniques of membership, representation, voting and the like”
(p.311).

Chapter 4 which discusses the Specialised Agencies is in a way the least satis-
factory part of this book. This is due to the fact that Dr. Bowett has attempted an
examination of all these agencies in about forty pages. Perhaps Dr. Bowett will
claim exigencies of space but would it not be appropriate when one states that the
par value of a currency cannot be changed by a member without consultation with
the IMF (p. 95) to add that if a proposed change is less than 10% of the initial
par value of the currency permission will always be given by the Fund.

In discussing the privileges and immunities of officials of international organisa-
tions Dr. Bowett observes that “the discrimination against their own nationals by


