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ESSAYS ON THE INDIAN PENAL CODE. Edited by S. Govindarajulu for
the Indian Law Institute. [Bombay: Tripathi. xix + 188 pp.
Rs. 15.00]

This collection of essays is based upon a working paper which was prepared for
a seminar held at Hyderabad in the summer of 1961, the occasion for which was
the centenary of the Indian Penal Code which came into force on 1st January,
1862.

The volume contains fifteen essays divided into four Parts. Two of the essays,
in Part I, deal with the ‘Historical Background’; ten, in Part II, are concerned
with ‘Some General Principles’; two, in Part III, treat ‘Some Specific Offences’
(homicide and sedition are the only two specific offences discussed), whilst in
Part IV there is an essay dealing with ‘Reform’.

The longest essay is one of thirty-two pages by Tapas Kumar Banerjee on
the ‘Substantive Criminal Law Prior to the Indian Penal Code’. The shortest is
but half a page on ‘Abetment’, but several of the others are not much longer.
Thus ‘Complicity in Crime’ is disposed of in a little over one page, whilst mens rea
and conspiracy are dealt with in a little over six pages each.

It is from this fact that the essential weakness of the present volume springs.
To have attempted to cover such a wide field in a mere one hundred and eighty-
eight pages (particularly when nearly one quarter of the volume is devoted to
historical material) has necessarily meant that many of the contributions are too
slight to be of any real value, whilst even the more substantial contributions
would have been improved by expansion.

In the Indian Penal Code and its interpretation by the Indian courts there
is a mass of material that is of the greatest value to any criminal lawyer, but
most of this material is completely unknown outside the borders of India. The
present volume is a notable attempt to make this material more easily available,
but it whets the appetite for more. We can only express the hope that the
Indian Law Institute will consider a more ambitious and detailed volume of essays
in the near future.

G.W. BARTHOLOMEW.

MEWS’ DIGEST OF ENGLISH CASE LAW, 1963. Edited by Peter Allsop.
[London: Stevens. 1964. xxxiii + 599 pp. 3 gns.]

Mews’ Digest of English Case Law is a series which needs no introduction.
As with the previous volumes, the more important cases in a given year are
digested and arranged according to subject matter. No important case decided in
1963 seems to have been left out in the present volume.

It is somewhat disappointing however to note that the list of “Words” which
have been noted in the volume as judicially determined in 1963 is far from
exhaustive. There are only thirty seven words in the list. A comparison with
the list of “Words and Phrases” in the 1963 volumes of the Weekly Law Reports
shows that there were many more words which were judicially determined in that
year. Nevertheless, this volume does serve its purpose as a quick and useful
reference guide to practitioners and students.

There is a “Table of Statutes Judicially Considered.” This covers both the
Imperial as well as the Statutes of the Dominions and Colonies. There is also
an index of cases reported during the year 1961 and 1962 which have been either
affirmed, upheld in part, approved, or reversed by the Courts in 1963. Added to
this is an index of cases which have been followed, not followed, approved, over-
ruled, questioned, explained, distinguished and commented on.

K.L.   KOH.


