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the traditional balance sheet indicates only the assets of the trust at a particular
point of time with no clear indication of the changes that have taken place,
Rowland’s “capital statement” clearly and concisely traces the history of each
asset of the trust or estate, indicating not only what assets are on hand at a
particular date, but also what has happened to every asset which has passed
through the hands of the trustee. Whereas the traditional double entry system
would have difficulty in adequately reflecting the fact that the testator’s horse
Dobbin died before he could be handed over to the specific legatee, this presents
no problem at all for Mr. Rowland, whose system does not require him to record
all changes in terms of numbers.

The traditional argument in favour of the double entry system is that by
providing an arithmetical check it is infallible, and Rowland, clearly worried about
attacks on the fallibility of his system, attempts to prove that the double entry
system is also fallible. But here he comes off second best, for after pointing out
several mistakes which might be made by a careless double entry accountant he
is forced to conclude with the lame argument that “it is no answer that a careful
and skilled accountant would not make them.” However, the superiority of Rowland’s
system for trust accounts (and he is careful to limit it to trust accounts) lies
not in its infallibility but in the clear, simple but complete financial picture which
it presents to the beneficiaries, and it is a system which should be considered
seriously by any trustee faced with the problem of keeping trust accounts.

But Rowland’s book is much more that a how-to-do-it manual; it also contains
a chapter on statutory appointments with a very thorough analysis of the Apportion-
ment Act of 1870 and the cases under that act, a chapter on equitable apportion-
ments with a fine analysis of the rule in Howe v. Earl of Dartmouth, and the third
edition is distinguished by a timely new chapter on the Trustee Investments Act
of 1961. In addition, the appendices, which the publishers have made easily acces-
sable by the simple expedient of binding them separately from the text and then
joining the back cover of the text to the front cover of the appendices, contain
many helpful examples as well as the text of the Solicitors’ Account rules 1945-
1959, the Solicitors’ Trust Account Rules, 1945, the statutory provisions relating
to the distribution of intestates’ estates and the Trustee Investments Act, 1961.

One minor criticism: since the book is apt to be subjected to rather extensive
use by a trustee who is learning the system, the publishers would be well advised
to provide a more substantial binding in order to prevent their “ingenious method
of binding” from disintegrating into two books.

On the whole, Rowland’s Trust Accounts appears to be a very handy and useful
little book and though not particularly helpful to Malaysian law students, it is
one which should find its way into the library of every lawyer who acts or is
planning to act as a trustee.

D.M. DONALDSON.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF LAND LAW (NEW SOUTH WALES).
By A. D. Hargreaves and B. A. Helmore. [Brisbane, Melbourne
Sydney: The Law Book Co. of Australasia Pty. Ltd. 1962. 198 pp.
£A2. 18s. 0d.]

This excellent volume of some 200 pages is designed for the student and is a
New South Wales edition of the late Professor Hargreaves’ well-established “Intro-
duction to the Principles of Land Law”. The English history of land law from
early feudal times to the year 1925 with its many statutory changes is concisely
set out and this lifts the book out from the category of those of interest only to
students of the land law of New South Wales. Indeed, one is somewhat disappointed
for the sake of the student with his perennial search for simple and concise state-
ments of the law, particularly the law of real property, that there is only bare
mention in the book of two topics in the law of real property which may be said
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to be still evolving, namely licences and powers of appointment. And the chapter
on the rule against perpetuities, for the same reason, falls short of expectations.
The “rule”, despite the simplicity of its definition, is a constant source of difficulty
to students, particularly in reference to its application to class gifts and to powers
of appointment. It must however be pointed out that the statements of the English
law are meant to provide background to the present-day land law of New South
Wales and no doubt are framed with that end in view.

Although the book is primarily meant for the Australian student, students in
Malaysia are likely to find it of great assistance. What is more, it is possible
that the book may acquire closer kinship to Malaysian land law in the near future
if the proposed codification of land law in Malaysia takes form.

KIRPAL SINGH.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND LEGAL HISTORY.
By Graham H. Rose. [London: Sweet and Maxwell. 1964. 98 pp.
10s.]

This is the first revision of this little book in five years. The book is, of
course, meant to be used by students in their first exposure to the subject. A
questions and answers book in legal subjects has only one function. It should be
employed as a tool for review by a student preparing for his first examination.
Obviously, it is not a textbook and should, therefore, not be used until one has
read widely in the standard texts. Nor should it substitute for the students’s own
revision and review of his lectures and other notes. It might best be utilized as
that material which a student should scan last, perhaps a day or two before the
examination, and then quite put aside. The student, even if poorly prepared, should
find, upon reading the questions, that he knows most of the answers. For those
which he does not know and for which the answer given does not stir his own
independent recollection, he should not feel that he really knows anything about
the subject matter of the question until he has turned to a standard text for a
fuller development than is possible in the single page which is the approximate
length devoted to answers to the eighty-eight questions which comprise this book.
The fact that books of this type are written means that examiners should be
careful to phrase questions in such way, as in the form of problems, as to require
the basic knowledge which these questions encompass, but so as to discourage the
memorization of the form answer.

The book is divided in nine sections. The first six questions, of which the
Introduction is comprised, are quite general. The next thirteen questions deal with
Parliament. Seven questions are given to the Crown and the Central Government.
Administrative Law merits eleven questions; the Rights and Duties of the Citizen,
six. Ten questions are devoted to the Commonwealth. Thus, Constitutional and
Administrative Law are outlined in a total of fifty-four questions and answers. The
remainder of the work is given over to Legal History. The longest section in the
entire book, eighteen questions, is devoted to the Courts. The History of the Common
Law is asked in eleven questions; and the History of Equity, which ends the book,
is considered in four questions.

To state the book’s length is to state its limitations. But within its apparent
limitations, this is probably as good as a work of this kind can be.

H.E. GROVES.


