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THE MORALITY OF LAW. By Lon L. Fuller. [New Haven and London:
Yale U.P. 1964. viii + 202 pp. £1. 17s. 6d.]

Professor Fuller’s name has become virtually a household word in legal circles
for his assertion of the significance and even the supremacy of morality in the study
of law. In his Morality of Law he defines law as “the enterprise of subjecting
human conduct to the governance of rules”, and contends that law is an activity and
a legal system the product of a sustained productive effort. He believes that law
possesses an inner morality which may be regarded as a morality of aspiration,
which itself may be compared with the Greek search for the ‘Good Life’. The inner
morality of law demands generality; promulgation; generally speaking, prospective
action as distinct from retroactivity; clarity; avoidance of contradictions; perform-
ance of the possible; constancy through time; and congruence between official action
and declared rule.

These eight principles of the inner morality of law are not, however, to be taken
as irreducible constants. “Where law is largely a reflection of extralegal morality,
what appears in form as retrospective legislation may in substance represent merely
the confirmation of views already widely held, or in process of development toward
the rule finally enacted.” When, however, the majority of these standards are re-
jected, Fuller contends there is no true law. This enables him to maintain his view
on the non-legal character of Nazi law — although in this work the name of
Radbruch does not appear. It also leads to his statement that “an examination of
the legislation by which racial discrimination is maintain in South Africa reveals a
gross departure from the demands of internal morality of law.”

All those interested in the interplay between morality and law will find plenty
in Professor Fuller’s Morality of Law to give them food for thought. They might
well ponder his statement that “it is easy to see that laws should be clearly ex-
pressed in general rules that are prospective in effect and made known to the citizen.
But to know how, under what circumstances, and in what balance, these things should
be achieved is no less an undertaking than being a lawgiver.”

L. C. GREEN.

THE CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT OF GHANA, 2nd Ed. By L. Rubin
and P. Murray. [London: Sweet and Maxwell. 1964. xx + 324
pp. £2. 17s. 6d.]

The constitutional changes which have taken place since the publication of the
first edition of the book in 1961 seem to have necessitated this second edition. Most
of these changes were effected by the Constitution (Amendment) Act, 1964, which
declares, among other things, that

IA (1) In conformity with the interests, welfare and aspirations of the People,
and in order to develop the organizational initiative and the political
activity of the People, there shall be one national party which shall
be the vanguard of the People in their struggle to build a socialist
society and which shall be the leading core of all organizations of the
People.

(2) The national party shall be the “Convention People’s Party”.

The Act also empowers the President to remove from office a Judge  of  the
Supreme Court or a Judge of the High Court at any time for reasons which to the
President appear sufficient.

Another landmark was the Supreme Court’s decision in Re Akoto (Civil Appeal
42/61) in which it was held that the declaration of fundamental principles required


