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A CASE BOOK ON COMPANY LAW. By R. S. Sim. [London: Butterworth.
1965. xxxi + 349 pp. £1. 5s. 0d.]

By producing a casebook on company law Mr. Sim has rendered a valuable
service to those who teach company law to accountancy and secretarial students, for
few of these students have ready access to a law library and a casebook makes their
task that much easier.

Mr. Sim, however, seems to expect his students to master a vast amount of case
law, for his book contains and deals with over three hundred cases; and this in a
subject in which the student has also a great mass of statutory material to master
as well. It is the writer’s experience that, bearing in mind the nature and content
of professional commercial examinations, the maximum number of decisions that one
can expect such students to master in the course of a study of company law is about
fifty — one sixth of the number dealt with by Mr. Sim.

We would suggest, therefore, that three hundred cases is far too many for a
book such as this, particularly when they are dealt with in what is only a little
over three hundred pages of text. In far too many cases Mr. Sim is reduced to
giving what is little more than a potted headnote — which is completely inadequate
for the purposes for which he has written his book.

It is therefore suggested that, in the second edition, Mr. Sim drastically reduces
the number of cases that he attempts to deal with, thereby increasing the amount
of space that he can devote to those cases that he selects.

G. W. BARTHOLOMEW.

 THEOBALD ON WILLS, 12th Ed. By O. R. Marshall. [London: Stevens.
1963. cc + 768pp. (incl. index). £6.10s. 0d.]

This well-known work appears for the first time in the Property and Con-
veyancing Library series. It also has a new editor who has taken over from
Dr. J. H. C. Morris. Dr. Marshall who has produced illuminating editons of
Nathan, ‘Equity through the cases’ has lived up to his reputation in this edition and
maintained the high standards, particularly of accuracy and critical incisiveness,
set by Dr. Morris. As a result this somewhat belated edition of Theobald (the
previous edition appeared nine years ago) will ensure for it the foremost place on
the law relating to wills.

Since the last edition appeared there has been a considerable amount of legis-
lation in this field. For instance the Adoption Act 1958, and the Legitimacy Act
1959 has considerably altered the law relating to Children. Powers of Trustees have
been enlarged by the Trustee Investment Act 1961. The law relating to Charitable
Trusts has been altered by the Charitable Trusts Validation Act 1954, the Charities
Act, 1960 and the Recreational Charities Act 1960. These changes and developments
in the case-law, such as Re Waite’s Settlement Trust [1958] Ch. 100, have neces-
sitated the re-casting of certain chapters of the book. These have been accomplished
with the meticuluous standards to which we are accustomed in this work.

These changes however create new problems, particularly of statutory inter-
pretation. Sometimes they increase the importance of problems already posed. For
instance, the question of whether a legitimated child is an object of a special power
of appointment among the children “of” a marriage is of more practical significance
now that that category has been expanded. It is insufficient to state that the problem
“does not appear to be satisfactorily settled” (at p. 877) and merely mention the
cases which relate to it. Perhaps free comment by the editor would have helped
to illuminate us on this and other problems. The method in this series of books is
to state the problem and cite the authorities that are relevant. This may be useful


