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a brief historical introduction the author describes the development of the transistion
of the law from the time when a married woman was incapable of owning, acquiring
or disposing of property to the enactment of modern legislation which has to date
established virtual equality between husband and wife in their ability to hold pro-
perty independently of the other. This was done in a very logical manner. The
author’s comments are often original and highly illuminating, as, for instance, that
it might be possible to revive a modern “John Doe” in order to enable a husband to
sue his wife in ejectment.

The most outstanding feature and change made in this new edition is that the
part of the Introduction in the first edition which dealt with the jurisdiction of the
English Courts in family law cases has now been removed to the Chapter on Conflict
of Laws. To the reviewer, it is thought that this gives the subject a much broader
scope and together with the citations of new case-law authorities the author has
presented the topic intelligibly to the reader.

Regarded as a whole, the author has treated the subject in a both learned and
readable fashion. On controversial and doubtful matters although Mr. Johnson has not
clearly shown all possible alternatives, nevertheless his suggestions and proposals are
well presented. What is important is that he has avoided dogmatism and has never
pretended that “the scope of a rule is clear when in fact the position is otherwise.”

Indeed, this is a good introductory book and though primarily meant for the
student it is not doubted that on occasion it may prove of value to the practitioners.

MOLLY CHEANG.

SOME PROBLEMS OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW IN INDIA WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO PUBLIC CORPORATIONS. By A. P. Hassumani.
[London: Asia Publishing House. 1964. vi + 99 pp. (incl. index).
25s.]

Originally prepared as a thesis for the LL.M. degree of the University of Bombay,
this monograph seeks to achieve a lot more than its small size might suggest. In
the author’s own words “the title of this book is ambitious: indeed it is positively
misleading . . . All that is claimed is an honest appraisal of the chaotic condition
of administrative law in India and the resulting real and potential harm that is to
ensue, if we show indifference or cynical nonchalance to what is happening.” (p. vi)

Thus, if the reader hopes to find a comprehensive account of Administrative Law
in this book, he would be disappointed. For this the reader would have to turn
to other works. All that the author has done in this book is a statement of some of
the problems pertaining to Administrative Law with special reference to the condi-
tions in India. The problem of public corporations is dealt with in the second chapter
only, while the first introductory Chapter is devoted to a discussion of the meaning
and scope of Administrative Law. In the third chapter the author considers whether
the existing system of judicial review is adequate to meet the problem and observes
that “the ordinary courts are not always suited to the task or if we may put it alter-
natively, the disputes are not suitable for decisions by ordinary courts.” (p. 44). He
observes further that “the ordinary courts . . . cannot afford a true guarantee to
the individual of equality before the law and rule of law in the face of daily increas-
ing scope and complexity of interference by public authorities with the lives and
activities of the subject under the authority of statutory powers.” (p. 45). In this
context the author suggests the setting up of administrative tribunals as an integral
part of the judicial system and the establishment of an office of Public Prosecutor
in administrative law cases. These suggestions, though revolutionary, merit careful
consideration.

In Chapter III the author makes a casual reference to delegated legislation and
although he proposes to comment upon it “in detail” in Chapter V, what he has
actually succeeded in doing is a brief catalogue of views and opinions expressed on
the subject by other writers. Despite his LL.M. degree, Mr. Hassumani is essentially
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a civil servant and not a lawyer. Nor is he a law teacher or legal scholar. Thus,
his treatment of the subject is rather superficial. He does make occasional references
to some Indian decisions, but his citations are incomplete and in some cases there
are no citations at all. Specific references to and foot-notes for the quotations
appearing in the text are also lacking. Apart from these defects in technique, the
book appears to suffer also from inadequate proof-reading. Thus, there are such
ugly misprints as “Griffith and Spreet” (p. 3) and “duty to act judiciously” (p. 12)
and such incomplete and unintelligible sentences as “Proceedings by way of certiorari
under Article 226 are ‘not of course.’” The bibliography that appears at the end
of the book is grossly inadequate. The omissions may be inadvertent, but the non-
inclusion of such well-known works as Judicial Review of Administrative Action by
Dr. Markose and the serial publications by the Indian Law Institute on specific
problems of Administrative Law in India is hardly excusable.

Despite these limitations the book is well worth reading by every student of
Administrative Law. Whether or not it has succeeded “in provoking the righteous
indignation of our legal luminaries and the high priests of Administration,” as the
author has hoped, however, remains to be seen.

HLA AUNG.

THE CASE LAW OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, Vols. 3 and 4.
Dr. Hambro. [Leyden: Sythoff. 1963, 1966. xix + 1147 pp.; xxi
+ 1081 pp. Dfl. 95 per vol.].

In 1952 Dr. Hambro, formerly Registrar of the International Court of Justice,
published the first instalment of his masterly digest of the work of the World Court,
drawing attention to the views and comments on various points of international law
to be garnered from the judgments and opinions of the tribunal. Even then, Dr.
Hambro drew attention to the fact that much of the wisdom of the Court was to
be found in individual and dissenting opinions, and this is particularly so in so far
as broad statements of the principles of law are concerned. The first task, however,
was to analyse the majority views and to classify them and it took two volumes to
bring the story up to 1958.

In 1963 the learned editor completed the task in so far as the first years of the
Court’s existence were concerned by making the individual and dissenting opinions
available in accordance with the same rubrics he had employed in his earlier work,
and in order to make the actual volume easier to handle he has published it in two
separately bound parts — a practice that he has also pursued for volume 4. It is
now possible, by examining the contribution of Judge Kojevnikov, Krylov, Winiarski
and Zori  ié to ascertain to what extent there is any Communist approach to inter-
national law which justifies the idea that judges coming from Communist systems
of law reject what others regard as basic principles. It is also possible to see now
whether is a real Latin-American international law and how far Alvarez was putting
forward purely subjective and individual views when he talked of the ‘new’ inter-
national law. It is also extremely valuable to have to hand Lauterpacht’s analysis
of the ‘Optional Clause’ and reservations thereto, as well as his masterly exposition
on the character of resolutions of the General Assembly; and Lord McNair’s pellucid
account of the nature of the trust and trusteeship and of the significance and mean-
ing of ratification.

It is obvious that from the point of view of the critic or the student it is highly
desirable that all the extracts in a particular field be presented in a related fashion,
for while it is the opinion of the majority that carries weight in any particular case,
from the point of view of understanding it is better to have the obiter dicta, as well
as the rationes for any particular proposition side by side. In the fourth volume of
his work Dr. Hambro has brought the story down to 1963 and now puts the relevant
comments together, regardless of the ‘authority’ of the source.

For those anxious to see the comments of jurisconsults who enjoy recognition
as being among the most highly competent in the field or any particular aspect of


