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of Criminal Law, Law of Torts, Law of Contract and Law of Property. The nature
and characteristics concerning each division of law is systematically discussed with
just sufficient history to indicate their origins. The only defect of this Part, at
least, to this reviewer, is that it could have been more aptly treated much later
in the book. More particularly, it should have followed the chapters on the historical/
literary sources of English Law.

Part II of the book traces the historical sources of English Law as a whole —
rather detailed and uninteresting reading but nevertheless it is a very comprehensive
account.

Part III by itself which deals with the literary sources of English Law
appears to be unnecessary at all. This Part could have constituted a logical sub-
section to Part II instead.

Following a very brief introduction of the classification of courts a survey is
given in Part IV of the various systems of courts, their composition and jurisdiction
and this account is concluded with a description of the legal profession at large.

Parts V, VI and VII dealing exclusively with procedure, both civil and criminal
and the law of evidence are well written. The authors have summarised in simple
readable language the basic rules pertaining to the three subjects. The description
of the processes by which a criminal is brought to justice and a civil action to
judgment is excellently done in a very precise and logical fashion.

Regarded as a whole, this is a useful book and though primarily meant for the
student, it is not doubted that on occasion, it may prove of value to others in the
profession too.

MOLLY CHEANG.

STUDY GUIDE TO CRIMINAL LAW. By D. J. Lanham. [London: Sweet
& Maxwell. 1967. ix + 74 pp. 12s. 6d.].

This book is one of the guide series dealing with a variety of legal subjects.
Questions are posed by the author and the suggested answers given by way of
citation of cases [an instance of name-dropping]. In content, the book covers the
general principles of Criminal Law beginning with the nature of a crime. The author
has tried to be as comprehensive as possible while keeping the volume very slim.

However, like any other book of this nature, it is of limited use, if at all of any
use. By no means should it be regarded as a substitute for standard textbooks on
Criminal Law. Nor would it be safe for a student to treat the cases given as
answers to be complete. In fact, as the author himself has pointed out in the
Preface, at most, the student should consider the guide “as the basis for his research,
finding for himself from the original sources (both from cases and textbooks where
necessary) the (actual) answers to the questions.”

The book is recommended therefore for the sole purpose of revision and only
after the student has gone through the entire course on the subject and acquainted
himself with it.

MOLLY CHEANG.


