
150 MALAYA LAW REVIEW Vol. 10 No. 1

COMMERCIAL LAW FOR O.N.C. AND O.N.D. STUDENTS. By R. S. Sim.
[London: Butterworths. 1967. 219 pp. including index. 16s.
nett].

The book is written essentially for a student studying for the Ordinary National
Certificate in Business Studies and the Ordinary National Diploma in Business
Studies.

The subjects covered in the book are the more common ones in a professional
commercial law course viz. contract, sale of goods, hire-purchases, agency, partner-
ship, companies, negotiable instruments, carriage and insurance. Mr. Sim does no
more than give the bare-bones of the subject. The limitations of this approach
need no elaboration but this is not to criticise. For, to be fair to the author, the
reviewer must put herself in the shoes of the person at whom the book is directed.
Consequently, it depends on the syllabus of the O.N.C. and O.N.D. course which is
not designed to train these students to become law specialists, but rather, to give
them a good “general business education.”

There are many commercial law books in the market designed for professional
bodies and one might ask whether there is any necessity of duplicating further books
of this nature. Mr. Sim justifies bringing out the book oh the ground that those
books have been written for professional final students and not for his kind of
audience. Perhaps the reviewer might bring to [attention Smith and Keenan’s
excellent book, Essentials of Mercantile Law, which, as stated by the authors in
the Preface, is also designed for courses in Business Studies.

Finally, no references to the cases are given and there is also no table of cases.
There is a typing error of Krell v. Henry which appears as “Knell v. Henry” (pp.
67 and 68).

K. L. KOH.

OUTLINES OF INDIAN LEGAL HISTORY. 2nd ed. By M. P. Jain. [Bom-
bay: N.M. Tripathi Private Ltd. 1966. i-xxv + 746].

This book, like its predecessor, is concerned to give a narrative history of the
common law in India from the time of the early charters of 1600, 1661 up till the
mid-nineteenth century. It is designed as a text book for students and, in general,
manages to accurately compress in a readable form a vast amount of material.

Professor Jain has largely re-written the text mainly by expanding the material
in the first edition and has also added a new chapter on law reporting in India.
This latter is extremely useful as the Indian series of law reports, including High
Court, Supreme Court and private reports is bound to be confusing to the student.

There are three minor criticisms which could perhaps be levelled at this book.
First, there is little discussion of the relation between the East India Company and
the Crown in the period 1600 to the time of the Charter of 1753. This is an im-
portant factor, perhaps the most important, in considering the functions and juris-
dictions of the Adalat Courts and the Supreme Courts at Bombay, Calcutta and
Madras. It raises questions as to the bases of the Company’s territorial sovereignty,
and the jurisdiction of its Courts over “British subjects”. It also draws attention
to the distinction between the role of the Company as a trading corporation
simpliciter and as a political and executive soveregn. This omission could be con-
veniently remedied by a short discussion of Bank of Bengal v. United Co. (1931)
Bignall 119, Indian Decisions (Old Series) 1, 439. This decision summaries the
questions raised above.


