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CRACKNELL’S LAW STUDENTS’ COMPANION No. 8 SUCCESSION. By
Heather Williams. [London: Butterworths 1968. vii + 143 pp.
23s.]

This is the latest in the series of Students’ Companions edited by Mr. D.G.
Cracknell and presents to the student three hundred and ninety-nine summaries of
decisions on the making, revocation and construction of wills, intestate succession
and the administration of estates, including the position of executors and adminis-
trators. Also, there are extracts from a number of statutes ranging from the Wills
Act 1837 to the Family Provision Act of 1966. (The publication unfortunately
was too early to catch the Wills Act 1968), together with a Glossary of Latin and
other words and phrases, an Appendix giving a summary of the earlier Law of
Intestate Succession, and a comprehensive Index.

Students’ aids of his kind are generally looked upon by law teachers with some
reserve. There is no need for this attitude however if the aid is well prepared (as
this is), and the student is encouraged to use it properly. Students aids are not
intended to replace basic learning from primary sources, and this fact Miss
Williams is the first to recognise in her preface. The Companion is principally
a time saver, a memory jogger and an instant guide to a large number of cases.
In this capacity it can be very useful to the examination burdened student.

LEONARD PEGG

SWEET & MAXWELL’S PROPERTY STATUTES. Advisory Editor, J.H.C.
Morris, D.C.L., F.B.A. [London: Sweet & Maxwell 1968. xlv +
449 pp.].

In one volume, Sweet & Maxwell have printed a collection of the leading English
property statutes as revised by later legislation. A reader therefore may refer
to the volume to find the up-to-date text of a statute contained in it, showing any
amendments or repeals affecting the statute from the date it was enacted up to
June 1, 1968. There is also a list of the cases in which the statutes have been
judicially considered.

The main complaint one may have of a book of this nature is in respect of
what it omits rather than what it contains. The editors recognising this, and
regretting the omissions, excuse themselves on the basis that the book, to be
available to students, must be of a limited size. They also justify the omission
of the statutes relating to Landlord and Tenant by classifying them as belonging
to a separate subject. Presumably, this explains why the Leasehold Reform Act
1967 is omitted.

The most regrettable omission however is surely that of the Land Registration
Acts, especially in view of the day to day increase in registered conveyancing. The
argument by the editor, is that to include such would perhaps reduce the avail-
ability of the book to students presumably because of its increased cost, but the
alternative seems to amount to spoiling the job for a half-penny worth of tar,
which seems a pity.

Notwithstanding the gaps, the book as it stands will be of undoubted use to
both students of English property law, and practitioners generally.

LEONARD PEGG


