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ESSAYS IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. By R. F. V. HEUSTON. Second
Edition, Second Impression (Gt. Britain: Stevens & Sons Ltd.,
1969. xi + 204 pp. incl. index 18s.).

This book was written as a supplement to the standard textbooks on constitutional
law. While it does not seek to replace the standard texts, it seeks to explain the
ideas, the historical and political background behind the development of English
constitutional law. As such, it dwells at some length upon the personalities, and
their ideas, as they shaped the direction of the law.

While the basic object is admirably achieved in a most readable style, there
are certain areas where the cursory treatment of vital contemporary issues, leaves
one somewhat disappointed.

The essays, therein contained, were written presumably around 1964 (date of
publication). Yet only cursory reference is made to the ‘Ban the Bomb’ demon-
strations of 1962. Thus, in the Chapter on Civil Disorder (except for the segment
on martial law), there are several short expositions of the civil and criminal sanctions
available. With respect, this is most unsatisfactory, as it assumes the absence of
any merit at all in all civil disorders and extra-legal dissent.

An attempt should be made to examine the causes and nature of extra-legal
dissent. Only then can rational and just responses by the lawmakers to the pro-
blems posed, be forthcoming. It is here that legal writers have to reveal the Law’s
inherent capacity to anticipate change and to be moulded accordingly. Unless this
is attempted, the lack of understanding of the workings of the legal system, could
result in violent upheavals where mob rule supplants the rule of law. A clear
perspective of the legal process and extra legal dissent, by the lawmakers, law en-
forcement agencies and the dissentient citzenry is essential if this is to be avoided.
Parallel occurences to the ‘trial of the Chicago Seven’ I, and the obnoxious course
of that trial can be avoided by a perpetually evolving legal system, and not one that
refuses to respond to change and screams ‘Law and Order!’ instead.

This book succeeds in explaining the historical perspective of English consti-
tutional law, within a mere compass of 201 pages. However, an adequate balance
could have been produced, by a brief venture into possible future trends.

Altogether, a valuable complement to the basic texts for the law student, and
interesting and informative reading for the informed citizen. It also provides
refreshing literature for the practitioner and others.

PHILIP N. PILLAI

ANNUAL SURVEY OF COMMONWEALTH LAW, 1968. Edited by H. W. R.
WADE with Assistant Editor, HAROLD L. CRYER. [London, Butter-
worth, 1969. Ixxxiv + 857 pp. incl. indexes. £8 8s.].

This is an excellent work which is, however, difficult to review in depth
because first it is concerned with the development, in Commonwealth countries, of
the law on at least twenty different topics,2 and secondly, the laws and decisions of
more than twelve territories are examined in this work. This reviewer will there-
fore confine himself to making a few observations.

1.  Before Justice Hoffman, on charges of conspiracy to incite the bloody riots that accompanied
the 1968 Democratic Party Convention in Chicago, and crossing state lines with intent to incite,
organize or participate in a riot. The first charge was dismissed and the defendents were convicted
on the second charge as well as being in contempt of court.

2.   Constitutional Law; 2. Fundamental Rights and Civil Liberties; 3. Administrative Law; 4. Criminal
Law, Evidence and Procedure; 5. Torts; 6. Contract; 7. Real Property; 8. Trusts; 9. Succession;
10. Industrial Property; 11. Commercial Law; 12. Company Law and Partnership; 13. Monopolies
and Restrictive Practices; 14. Taxation; 15. Family Law; 16. Labour Law; 17. Civil Procedure
including Courts and Evidence; 18. Conflict of Laws; 19. International Law; 20. Maritime Law.


