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E. Johnson states in his Preface, the Manual does therefore suggest that alleged
“differences between various schools of thought as to the nature, content and
functions of international law may not be as profound and unbridgeable as we
are sometimes led to believe”.

But the collaboration between intellectuals from different systems does bring
out certain view points which are absent in the usual international law manuals.
Thus we find Sahovic and Bishop, in discussing acquisition of territory, explicitly
recognising the relevance of self-determination: “However, in contemporary con-
ditions the right of self-determination of peoples deserves special attention in the
process of territorial changes, since the application of all modes of acquisition or
loss of title to territory should depend on the will of its people” (p. 324). This
statement is interesting, first, because decision-makers as well as scholars have
traditionally not paid sufficient attention to the importance of self-determination as
a criterion for determining territorial claims. Secondly, the statement must parti-
cularly be of interest to Malaysia which finds in the self-determination concept
an important argument to meet the Philippine Claim to Sabah.

But, in the main, the various authors of the Manual refrain from venturing
to give their own views on the controversial or dubious areas of international law
and, instead, have put in much effort to present to the reader the differing views,
competing schools of thought or varying state practices.

Each chapter is a self-contained and substantial presentation of the subject.
That the whole work has been ably edited is evidenced by the absence of over-
lapping and repetition amongst the various chapters There are, however, several
omissions in various chapters which are difficult to explain For Example: Clive
Parry’s excellent discussion on The Law of Treaties (Chapter 4) docs not contain
a discussion of the more recent controversial doctrine of jus cogens (peremptory
norms of international law relating to invalidity of treaties; Shigeru Oda, in
Chapter 8, presents an overall picture of the international protection of human
rights but, regrettably, does not refer to the proposals made for a United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights; and B.S. Murty, in Chapter 11, when dis-
cussing the International Court of Justice and its Judges, does not mention the
system of ad hoc judges provided for in Article 31 of the Statute of the Court.
But these omissions are relatively minor and perhaps inevitable in a work of this
nature.

Is the Manual useful as a reference work or as teaching material? The Presi-
dent of the Caregie Endowment, in his preface, hopes that it will be used both
as a teaching tool as well as a reference work. This reviewer feels, however, that
the Manual is not sufficiently detailed, exhaustive or widely encompassing in its
treatment of the various topics as to commend itself as a reference work. But
there is no doubt that it will be valuable for students and, in this connection, it
should be noted that the paperback edition of the Manual is available for sale in
developing countries at 17s. 6d.

S.   JAYAKUMAR

CRACKNELL’S LAW STUDENTS’ COMPANION No. 9 — PUBLIC INTER-
NATIONAL LAW. By F. G. JACOBS. [London: Butterworths. 1968.
v + 175 pp. (including Index + Glossary) ].

One of the problems in teaching or studying public international law is that,
while textbooks are plentiful, there is a paucity of publications setting out the
texts of important documents. Yet documents (such as treaties and resolutions of
the United Nations organs) are fast becoming indispensable for the study of con-
temporary expectations of the world community. As this book devotes most of
its pages to the texts of important document, it does serve a useful function.
There are, in addition, summaries of forty-nine international law cases, an index
and also a glossary (which does not appear to be adapted for the international law
student and thus of dubious value).
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The documents set out include most of the important and relevant instruments.
The reviewer has only two comments to make. First, the omission of the text of
the European Convention on Human Rights is unfortunate and particularly regret-
table when we note that Mr. Jacobs includes the 1965 Racial Discrimation Convention
and the 1966 International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights, and on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights. Inclusion of the European Convention would
not only have made the collection of human rights instruments more complete, but
would have been clearly appropriate since this treaty was in force years before
the other human rights instruments were finalised and proved that human rights
treaties are not necessarily always impractical.

Secondly, Mr. Jacobs has seen it fit to omit the ‘final articles’ from the texts
of several of the multilateral treaties. (The omissions are clearly made known to
the reader). The treaties involved are the four Conventions on the laws of the
sea, the two Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic Relations and on Consular Relations,
the 1965 Racial Discrimination Convention and the 1966 Human Rights Covenants.
The disadvantages of such economy far outweigh any conceivable advantages. It
would not have taken many more pages to have included these final articles and
it is an error to minimise their importance for they concern such important ques-
tions as whether the treaty is subject to ratifications, the number of State Parties
required for the treaty to come into force and questions relating to depositaries.

In the first twenty-two pages, Mr. Jacobs summarises forty-nine judicial deci-
sions. Set out in alphabetical order and with no effort made to categories them
according to subject matter, the summaries are too brief and, in view of the numerous
casebooks available, this reviewer would suggest that for future editions these
summaries can be left out thus making more room available for fuller presentation
of the documents.

The book is nonetheless useful and will continue to be so until more carefully
planned works appear presenting documents in international law in a more meaning-
ful manner.

S. JAYAKUMAR

THE LAW OF NATIONS. By J. E. S. FAWCETT. [London: Allen Lane,
The Penguin Press, 1968. viii + 190 pp.].

This small book on international law is eminently suitable as introductory read-
ing material. Fawcett devotes his twelve Chapters to discussion of the major
topics of international law1 but has carefully avoided delving into the technical
and detailed aspects which might discourage a reader who is seeking only an
introduction. Throughout the work one can see that the author has made a deter-
mined effort to arouse in the reader an interest in international law. He is not
particularly concerned in setting forth the various rules of international law but
rather takes care in informing the reader about the rules — their background and
their development. Fawcett’s presentation of international law is honest as well
as realistic and he repeatedly emphasises that international law is not a “hifalutin
ideal” but that it plays a conspicuous role in modern international relations.

In Chapter 3 on “Sovereignty, Independence and Self-determination”, there is
a frank and candid discussion of the concept of self-determination and the author
suggests that self-determination might be another criterion to be added to the
description of an independent state. But in Chapter 5 on “Territory and Juris-
diction” he does not refer to self-determination when discussing territorial claims
and one wonders whether he believes the concept irrelevant to the solution of terri-
torial claims today. Further, in Chapter 5, when referring to unsolved territorial
disputes, no mention is made of the Philippine Claim to Sabah.

1.  The Twelve Chapters are 1. Law and Order; 2. Growth of the Law of Nations; 3. Sovereignty,
Independence and Self-determination; 4. New States and New Governments: recognition and non
recognition; 5. Territory and Jurisdiction; 6. Treaties; 7. International Claims and Disputes;
8. Peacekeeping; 9. The Individual and the Law of Nations; 10. Declarations and Conventions on
Human Bights; 11. The Origins of International Institutions; 12. Contemporary Patterns of
International Organizations.


