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here. Again the Perpetuities and Accumulations Act of 1964, which appears to be
the prime cause of this new edition, further widens the divergence. Fortunately this
new edition continues the practice of subheadings which identify these portions, which
can thus conveniently be ignored by students. The whole of chapter 5 on Settled
Land and Trusts for Sale, based on the settled Lands Act of 1925 is irrelevant also.

Almost the whole of chapter 8 on Wills and Intestacy are relevant to the extent
that we have identical legislation. However the amendments enacted under the
Wills Act, 1968 have to be noted. Further because of our Intestate Succession Act,
1967 the whole treatment of the pre-1925 law on intestacy can be disregarded.

Over and above the major statutory differences local cases have applied and
modified the common law as applicable via the 2nd Charter of Justice, 1826. Thus
the case of Khoo Kheat Luck v. Haji Yusop (1929) S.S.L.R. 210 (C.A.) provides an
interesting application of the principle in Walsh v. Lonsdale.

The right of prescription, particularly the application of Dalton v. Angus in
Malaysia/Singapore remains a moot point as a consequence of opposing cases like
Ohna Mohammed Abubakar v. Tho Yan Poh 13 S.S.L.R. 39 and Anguilla v. Ong
Boon Tat (1921) 15 S.S.L.R. 190.

Finally, the treatment of registration of deeds and titles is somewhat cursory
and thus inadequate even for the student of English Land Law. At any event the
local student cannot rely on the Manual as the local law on this topic is different
from that which prevails in England.

It may appear odd that the major portion of a review contains a delineation of
relevant from irrelevant material. This is wholly necessary as it indicates the
diminishing relevance of English real property textbooks to local students. The
climax of this growing divergence will see the total irrelevance of English text books
in this area of law.

PHILIP N. PILLAI

A CASEBOOK ON CRIMINAL LAW. 2nd Edition 1969. By ELLIOT AND
WOOD. [London: Sweet and Maxwell. xxx + 418 pp.]

The 2nd edition of this casebook embodies most, if not all, of the latest authorita-
tive cases on the subject, neatly arranged in a clear logical sequence under well-
defined heads. The unique approach of the learned authors in presenting the subject-
matter in simple, lucid language with many cross references and authoritative
citations is very welcome from the student’s standpoint. Valuable attempts have
been made, wherever possible, to provide the reader with the benefit of the learned
authors’ comments at the foot of each case. These comments relate to the case
preceding as well as to other relevant cases, thus enabling the student to acquire
the desired academic depth in the subject.

It is indeed amazing how a book of this nature can so evenly accommodate the
vast changes brought about in recent years by the Theft Act 1968 and other statutes,
authoritative judgments and relevant critical academic writings without overshadowing
the paramount aim of drawing students’ attention to the essential points. To a
satisfactory degree the common difficulties and inconsistencies of both interpretation
and application of principles encountered by the student have also been dealt with,
each in its appropriate context.

This work is more than just an ordinary casebook. The learned and scholarly
approach, the analysis and the wealth of materials provided will certainly make it
a useful book for any LL.B. or professional student offering Criminal Law as an
examination subject to own. In this respect, both authors as experienced lecturers
in the field have ungrudgingly tapped their intellectual resources to the full to meet
the much-felt students’ need. It will be a popular, much-sought-for student’s guide
companion and successful teacher.

 JAMES WONG


