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BOOK R E V I E W S

AUSTRALIAN MERCANTILE LAW. 14th Edition. By YORSTON & FORTESCUE.
[Sydney: Law Book Co. Ltd. 1971. xxx + 678 pp. (incl. index).
A$7.00 (paper)].

This book deals with 16 commercial law subjects and has been primarily written
for students. It is not designed to substitute the standard works but as a “refresher
of fundamental principles”. It gives a general conception of the principles of law
and is useful to businessmen, accountants and business as well as law students.

There is a reluctance to enter into controversies and for a book of this type this
is perhaps the best course. It merely states principles and the existing law is set
out clearly but somewhat summarily. The law stated in the book, as the title suggests,
is Australian law and as many areas of Australian law are the same as English law,
Singapore readers should also find this book useful.

The law is written succintly with generous usage of charts and sometimes even
tabulated. With the lay man in mind the subjects are approached in a non-technical
way and a glossary of Latin terms is provided.

This book does not pretend to cover the whole area of commercial law. The law
of Bankruptcy and Copyright have been omitted from this edition. To the busy
lawyers and businessmen who wish to refresh their memories this book is recommended
but it is not meant for the serious students of law in pursuit of detailed knowledge.

TAN JIN HWEE.

A CASEBOOK ON COMPANY LAW. By H. R. HAHLO. [London: Sweet &
Maxwell. 1970. xxviii + 593 with Index). Paperback: £3.50 net].

Students of Company Law have hitherto been at a serious disadvantage owing
to the conspicuous absence in the market of a readable and manageable textbook and
casebook on the subject. Gower is of course an excellent work, but most people would
agree that it is pretty hard going. One of the main reasons for this is that in order
to allow himself more space in the book to discuss critically the legal principles and
policy assumptions of the law Professor Gower had to dispense with the facts of many
important cases and extracts of certain judgments. The result is that it is very
difficult to follow the text unless one is already familiar with the cases he refers to
or at least has immediate access to a casebook. As Professor Gower points out in
his Foreword to Hahlo’s Casebook, “we have not had any book of cases and other
materials comparable, say, to Smith & Thomas on Contract” and “have looked enviously
at South Africa where Professor Hahlo’s excellent Company Law Through the Cases,
now in its second edition.” Fortunately Professor Hahlo was finally persuaded to
prepare what he has called “an English version” of his South African publication,
and the result is a book which in filling a serious gap adds, in Gower’s words, “a new
dimension to the study of Company Law.” Although the original South African
edition of the book was modestly intended for “students of Commerce and accountancy,
practising accountants and, within limits, the legal profession”, the collection of


