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250; Director of Rationing v. Corporation of Calcutta (1961) 1. S.C.R. 158; K.M.
Nanavati v. State of Bombay (1961) 1. S.C.R. 497, and Naresh Mirajkar v. State
of Maharashtra (1966) 3. S.C.R. 744.

The value in reading about these cases as dealt with by him, is that they
sometimes bring out or illuminate points which cannot be found by reading the
law reports. The case of Nanavati (supra) is a good example. Most students of
criminal law are aware of that case in which Nanavati, a Commander in the Indian
Navy, killed the lover of his British wife. It is one of the modern cases decided
by the Indian Supreme Court on the law relating to provocation. But few would
be cognisant of the constitutional aspects of the Nanavati case, especially the inter-
vention by the executive on behalf of the unfortunate Commander. Mr. Setalvad
gives us a good and reliable account of these aspects.

To the student of International law, Mr. Setalvand’s treatment of International
Organs and International Conferences, should be a source of some delight and
instruction. In particular, his account of the various “Afro-Asian” Conferences
on International law, gives us an idea of the workings of those conferences, as Mr.
Setalvad was most closely associated with them. His account of his experience
with the International Court of Justice with regard to the Goa issue, is also most
interesting. We are let into a little secret about the Court, namely that a speech
in the French language carries great weight in that Court. Thus, India had to
engage a French lawyer, although she already had the services of not only Mr.
Setalvad, but also that of Sir Frank Soskice, a former British Attorney-General,
and who according to Mr. Setalvad was “silver tongued”.

Finally the book gives us glimpses of certain well known personalities on the
Indian scene like Pandit Nehru, Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Krishna Menon. One feels
sorry to read about the misunderstanding between Mr. Nehru and Mr. Setalvad,
which probably had something to do with the resignation of Mr. Setalvad as Attorney-
General.

All in all, Mr. Setalvad’s book is not only instructive to the student of law in
many respects, but also constitutes delightful reading as well. It should also commend
itself to those members of the legal profession who are still interested in picking
up a little more law, particularly Constitutional law and International law.

MYINT SOE

LAW AND PRACTICE OF BANKING IN MALAYSIA. By Philip M.K. Leong.
[Kuala Lumpur: Sharikat Bonne Nouvelle. 1970. xiv + 578 pp.
M$21.00].

This book which is so far the most extensive work on the law and practice of
Banking in Malaysia, is most welcome not only to students and practitioners in
Malaysia, but also to students and practitioners in Singapore as well. This is because,
both the English and Malaysian case law quoted therein, as well as a good deal
of the statute law referred to is relevant to Singapore banking law.

There are, of course, differences here and there between Malaysian banking
law and Singapore banking law. For example, in Malaysia, there is the Central
Bank called the Bank Negara. In Singapore we have the Monetary Authority
Singapore, which is almost a Central Bank, but has no note-issuing functions like
the Bank Negara. The Singapore Banking Act of 1970, although similar to the
Banking Act of Malaysia, differs from it in some significant respects. Bearing
such differences in mind, the enquiring student of banking in Singapore should
find the book useful.
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The author being a banker in contradistinction to a lawyer, one naturally
finds that his book is stronger on the side of banking practice. His treatment
of Bankers Securities and Advances for example, is lucid and extensive. The treat-
ment on Letters of Credit is also clear and precise.

Unfortunately, on the side of law, certain shortcomings are found. One small
omission, but quite an exasperating one, is that Mr. Leong does not give a full
citation of decided cases referred to by him, either in the body of the book or in
the table of cases cited. Where a Chinese or Malay or Indian name is involved
one can guess that it would probably be in the Malayan Law Journal series, and
if the guess is correct, one still has to look for the volume and the page. Even
then, it may well be in Kyshe or Malayan Cases or the F.M.S.L.R. As far as
English cases are concerned, one is put in a quandary, for a case may be reported
in a variety of law reports. Thus, one may have to look through the Appeal
Cases, the Weekly Law Reporter, the Llodys Law Reports, the All England Reports
or the Queen’s Bench or King’s Bench Reports, to find the actual decision.

On substantive law, one would find the treatment on certain aspects rather
cursory. For example, the important topic of Banking Secrecy, is given about one
page only (pp. 80-81). Certain new but important aspects on the law have also
been given scant attention. The case of Selangor United Rubber Estates v. Craddock
[1968] 2 All E.R. 1073; [1968] 1 W.L.R. 1555; (1968) 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 289, which
introduces the concept of “constructive trustee” regarding banker and customer,
receives no mention at all.

However, despite its shortcomings, on the whole, it must be admitted that
Mr. Leong’s book is certainly worth its price. As a quick and concise introduction
to banking law, both the student and the practitioner should find it handy; in
regard to banking practice it should be most helpful. One hopes that in a few
years time, Mr. Leong will be able to publish a second edition of the book which
gives greater space and more extensive treatment to banking law as opposed to
practice.

MYINT SOE

THE LAW RELATING TO BANKING. 2nd Edition. By T.G. Reeday. [Lon-
don: Butterworths. 1972. xxxiv + 453 pp. Paperback £2.60].

The 2nd edition of Mr. Reeday’s book on the Law Relating to Banking, follows
closely the 1st edition which was published in 1968. Apparently, the first edition
was well accepted in both legal and banking circles, and there is every reason for
the second edition to be even more popular.

The main difference in the pattern and contents of this book from other
books on the law of banking, is that it does not confine itself only to the law
of banking as such, but also deals with other “laws”, “relating to banking”. We
therefore find special chapters on Contract, Agency, Partnership, Companies,
Bankruptcy and Land, which are not given such individualised treatment in other
books on banking law. This treatment, according to the author, serves a functional
purpose, as the pattern of the book is based on the three sections of the syllabus
of the Institute of Bankers concerning the paper on the Law Relating to Banking.

It should however be noted that the inclusion of related law, can be of great
service not only to those candidates for the Diploma of the Institute of Bankers,
but also to regular law students studying banking law at the Universities. Banking
law is, in many Universities, taught in the final year, and by that time, many


