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to start with this book before attempting the primary sources of the
laws. Professor Ibrahim has brought to bear the clarity of thought
that comes from having been closely involved in the development of
the family law of Singapore in the early 1960s, and in the teaching
of the family law of Malaysia since the 1970s, in his summary of
these laws.

There is however no doubt that this small book covering all
these topics in all these laws can be no more than “an outline” which
Professor Ibrahim readily admits. But as the book was intended “for
the use of students of family law” it must be said that the student
could have hoped for more than is accomplished in the book. The
rules of law and decisions of courts that are described have not been
commented upon from the points of view of their underlying reasons,
their merit or demerit and their effect on the people the laws serve.
Professor Ibrahim has also not devoted any part of the book to
studying the interpersonal conflicts that have arisen or could arise
because of the co-existence of all these marriage systems. For instance
a Chinese man who had married under the Christian Marriage Enact-
ment has been held to be capable of marrying a second woman under
Chinese custom. Further, problems abound when a non-Muslim mar-
ried person adopts Islam: can he marry again? what is the status
of his wife? etc. It seems to the reviewer that it is not sufficient to
describe those which have arisen before the courts in the Introduc-
tion to the text and that study should have been made of all
potential conflicts in the text. Professor Ibrahim has included the
Malaysian Law Reform (Marriage and Divorce) Act 1976 which
though passed by Parliament has not yet been brought into force
at the time of publication. The Act adopts essentially the statutory
marriage system to be the only one available for all non-Muslims,
just as Singapore had done in 1961 when the Women’s Charter was
passed. A student would have wanted discussion of the reasons for
and the wisdom of the choice of this system, rooted as it is in the
Christian conception of marriage and its obligations, as the marriage
system in a country where there is no evidence that Christians con-
stitute an overwhelming majority among the non-Muslims.

It is the first book on the whole of family law in either Malaysia
or Singapore. It is from such a foundation that depth and analysis
can subsequently be developed.

W.K. LEONG

GOWER’S PRINCIPLES OF MODERN COMPANY LAW. By L.C.B. GOWER.
Fourth Edition. [London: Stevens. 1979. xci+770 pp. including
index. Hardback £17.50, Paperback £12.00]

At long last, the much awaited new edition of Gower has been
published thus completing the slew of new editions in company law
texts which have preceded it. The uncertainty of the appearance of
the Fourth Edition has in large measure been caused by the un-
certainty of the imminence of comprehensive company law legislation
in the United Kingdom. This uncertainty has been demonstrated by
the appearance of the U.K. Companies Act 1980 after this new edition.
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The significant features of the new edition are firstly, the much
trimmed historical survey of company law. A student of such history
is referred to the earlier editions. The continuity and threads of
development are developed through the inclusion of the Future of
Company Law in which current concerns ranging from multinational
companies, industrial democracy and EEC harmonization of laws are
treated succinctly.

Substantive rearrangements include the direct linkage and sequen-
tial treatment of incorporation and lifting the corporate veil which
are conceptually interrelated but which were treated separately with
several intervening chapters in earlier editions. The same rearrange-
ment appears with the case of ultra vires and excess of authority.

Gower remains the classic that it has always been because, in
spite of the pressures for brevity and exhaustive coverage, the author
(now authors) have resisted the temptation merely to restate the prin-
ciples and rules but have gone on to explain their rationale and origins.
Thus for example, in outlining the statutory provision on the right
to appoint proxies, the historical antecedents and the background to
section 136 serve to explain why, notwithstanding the articles and
memorandum, a member is endowed with a statutory right to appoint
a non-member his proxy.

Another significant innovation is the treatment of remedies for
enforcing directors duties. They are now canvassed coherently and
harnessed together at the end of the chapter delineating directors’
duties. The immediate relating of directors’ duties to the specific
remedies of enforcement and accountability serves to clarify and
naturally lead into the discussion of their enforcement at the instance
of minority shareholders, the thorny subject which follows.

P. PlLLAI

THE REGULATION OF INSIDER TRADING. By BARRY RIDER & LEIGH
FFRENCH. [London: MacMillan Press Ltd. 1979. xvi+474 pp.
including index. Hardcover £50.00]

Much as insider trading is a phenomenon common to most of
the capital markets around the world, an attempt comprehensively to
document all the law and self-regulating practice is a formidable task.
The writers have attempted such a task with a great degree of accuracy
and attempt to keep the volume periodically updated, utilizing for
this purpose the organizational structure of the British Institute of
Securities Law. A quick reference to the vast territory covered in-
dicates an attempt to include every country with a securities market
and some form of regulation from the United States to Saudi Arabia,
the only major exceptions being South and Central America. Such
a task has invariably to focus on the United States, Australia and the
United Kingdom, which comprise the paradigm models from which
all other systems are ultimately designed, and this volume does in-
deed reflect this unavoidable focus. The depth or lack of depth in


