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THE ORGANISATION. By BURNETT, NEWELL, RUTHERFORD, TODD &
WOODLEY. [London: Sweet & Maxwell. 1979]

VOLUME 1 The Organisation (vi+85 pp.) £2.85
VOLUME 2 The Organisation and its Resources (204 pp.) £4.25

VOLUME 3 The Organisation, Its Markets, Customers and Clients
(177 pp.) £3.95

VOLUME 4 The Organisation, the State, and the Community
(175 pp.) £3.85

This series is designed as an interdisciplinary text on the legal
and economic framework of organisation. The first volume examines
the structures in terms of objectives and accountability. The second
volume examines the nature and needs of the markets in which com-
mercial organisations operate. The third volume examines the inter-
relationship between resources (the factors of production) available to
the organisation. The final volume examines the economic, political,
legal and social environment within which organisations operate.

The interdisciplinary approach is welcome in that there is an
attempt to integrate the economic and legal dimensions of organisations.
This series does so in an admirably simple yet comprehensive manner.
While the legal framework is meshed in with organisational structure —
itself a valuable exercise — the approach goes beyond this. Volume 2
presents simple contract law against the backdrop of marketing
techniques, and the economics of trade. The dangers in such an
exercise are that an oversimplified treatment of either law or economics
or worse both, may occur. To their credit, the authors have managed
to avoid these dangers. The essential principles and cases are set out
succinctly in a most readable style.
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