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Although the authors have referred to non-custodial sentences in
the first few chapters, the thrust of the book seems to be directed
towards correlating the theories of punishment to custodial sentencing
practices. In this connection, there is an enlightening chapter on
‘Fixing the Length of a Prison Sentence’ (Chapter IV) where the
authors discuss the modes of grading offences for sentencing purposes.

The chapters on non-custodial sentences are weak — even for a
book quaintly described as ‘The English Sentencing System’. Options
such as conditional discharges, binding over and probation could have
been dealt with more analytically even in an introductory work of
this nature. Some information on how, under what circumstances
and when these approaches were treated as sentencing ‘options’ in the
English sentencing process may have been useful to the reader. It
could have helped him to make an assessment as to the efficacy of
these options in modern times and of course, their relevance to his
own judicial system. The views of English judges on modern concepts
that relate to sentencing such as ‘diversion’, could have also been
incorporated in the chapter on ‘sentencing reform’ (Chapter V).

In view of the tendency of the legislature in recent times to
encroach on the judiciary’s domain, a chapter on ‘mandatory sentencing
and its implications’ too could have been included in the current
edition. It is becoming increasingly important to lawyers to find out
whether judges can still exercise any ‘discretion’ even in situations
where the legislature has deemed that a mandatory sentence should
be imposed for certain offences. There is hardly a reference to
‘mandatory sentencing’ in the book.

It was mentioned earlier that this book is an excellent introduction
to ‘traditional’ notions on sentencing. The views of the radical
penologists in England on sentencing have been completely ignored.
A reference to these views and an evaluation of the English sentencing
system in the light of these views by the authors may have given the
reader a better perspective of prevailing sentencing norms and practices
in England.

Despite these shortcomings, the book provides a useful insight
into some of the factors that influence English judges in sentencing
offenders. In view of the dearth of books of this nature this edition
of Cross on ‘Sentencing’ too will continue to be recommended as a
basic text on ‘sentencing’ in law schools in the Commonwealth.

J.K. CANAGARAYAR

THE CRIMINAL LAW, A Police Review Publication (in FOUR parts).
By ALAN GREAVES and DAVID PICKOVER. [London: Police Review
Publishing Company Ltd.]

Book 1—Offences Against Property (reprint 1980)
Book 2 —Offences Against the Person (1979)
Book 3 — General Principles and Public Offences (1979)
Book 4 — Evidence and Procedure (1980)
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This publication, consisting of four parts, is not to be regarded
as a text on English Criminal Law but a quick reference designed
to help Police Officers and, perhaps, students and practitioners too.
“The text is starved of pure academic argument. Instead emphasis
is placed on explaining the law as it stands, which the reader, be he
Police Officer, law student or solicitor is likely to encounter in practice“.
Preface. To recommend this for undergraduates’ primary use may
give rise to objections but, I am sure, they could benefit by the short,
concise and straight-forward treatment of English Criminal Law which
is still of great interest to us here. For example, in Book 1 the
subject of Theft in Chapter 1 is clearly summarised in about ten pages
with the following sub-headings; Theft: Sections 1-7 Theft Act, 1968,
Dishonest Appropriation, Property belonging to another, Intention to
permanently deprive and Penalty and mode of trial. This, in my view,
covers the important issues in the law of theft that could be realistically
covered within the scope of this work. The Books have no footnotes.
For cases, references are found in the Table of Cases in each Book.
There is a good descriptive list of contents and there is an Index at
the back. There is also a Table of Statutes which includes all current
legislation. The first two Books contain an average of about 140
pages while Books 3 & 4 are about 200 pages. The whole series is
produced in concise small print.

Considered in the light of the authors’ objective of providing an
easily digestible summary of the law, the publication is very useful.
Police Academies and Government Law Departments would do well
to get hold of copies for their reference. They would also do well
to read the quotation at the back of the title page in each Book:
“The Defence rarely win a case; it is the Prosecution who lose“.

T.K.K. IYER

LAW AND PRACTICE OF INTERNATIONAL FINANCE. By PHILLIP WOOD.
[London: Sweet & Maxwell. 1980. xiii + 461 pp. including index]

The law and practice of international finance has traditionally
been the concern of international lending agencies like the World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank, and a specialist core of lawyers in
New York and London. With the explosion of involvement of com-
mercial and merchant banks in the late 1960’s and 1970’s, and the
large borrowings of states and state corporations, there has come about
a proliferation also of lawyers and the centres from which they operate.
While London and New York still dominate the tenor of the negotiation
and settlement of disputes involving international financial transactions,
other centres like Singapore and Hong Kong display new significance
as regional centres. The internationalization of the law and practice
of international finance, has made it a formidable task to attempt a
treatise on this area. It is no surprise that works have hitherto been
on the international lending agencies — Delaume’s Legal Aspects of
International Lending and Economic Development Financing (1967).


