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LL4277V/LL5277V/LL6277V Medical Law and Ethics 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course provides the tools necessary for students to develop and reflect critically upon 
contemporary ethical and legal issues in medicine and allied biosciences. Its substantive content 
includes an introduction to medical ethics and medical law, health care in Singapore (presented 
comparatively with select jurisdictions, particularly the UK and the USA), professional regulation, 
and relevant policies of the World Health Organization. 
 
It is directed at those interested in health policy and in the healthcare sector more generally. Some 
components of this course will also relate to research policy and the life sciences industry.  
 
More specifically, the course introduces medical law and ethics in Singapore and in select common 
law jurisdictions; develops skills of critical ethical and legal analyses; explores the impact of 
developments in medicine and allied biosciences; and develops an understand of the relationship 
between ethics and law in medicine and allied biosciences. Active engagement in this module 
should enable students to explain key ethical and legal concerns in medicine and allied 
biosciences; apply elementary ethical and legal analyses; and describe the normative dynamics 
between ethics and law. 
 
At the end of the course, students should be able to: 
 

1. Describe the broad governance framework for medical practice and biomedical research in 
Singapore. 
 

2. Be familiar with basic theoretical knowledge of the key ethical in clinical practice and in 
related biosciences. 
 

3. Be familiar with and apply (common law) medical jurisprudence and international norms 
on healthcare and related biosciences. 
 

4. Explain the general healthcare system of Singapore and its key regulatory policies. 
 

5. Construct coherent ethical and legal arguments and to apply them to contemporary issues 
in medicine and the biosciences. 

 
 
Seminars 1-8 deal with substantive ethical and legal issues in core areas of healthcare and allied 
biomedical sciences. For each seminar, some preparation is required. Some of these are individual 
exercises and some of these are group tasks. In Seminars 9-12, students in the course will present 
on a research topic to be agreed upon between the student concern and the instructor. There will 
be no sit-down exam for this course, as a goal of this course is to produce a potentially publishable 
paper. Hence, assessment will be composed of class participation, a written assignment, 
preparation of a presentation outline, a presentation and a final essay (based on the outline and 
presentation). For more information, please refer to the Section on Assessment below. 
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Seminar Topics 
 
The topics are: 
 
SEMINAR ONE:  INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL LAW AND MEDICAL ETHICS 
 
SEMINAR TWO: KEY ISSUES IN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 
 
SEMINAR THREE:  HEALTH SYSTEM, PROFESSIONAL REGULATION AND GOOD GOVERNANCE OF 
MEDICINES 
 
SEMINAR FOUR:  INNOVATIVE TREATMENT AND NON-STANDARD INTERVENTIONS 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND PUBLIC HEALTH ETHICS 
 
SEMINAR SIX:  GENETICS AND REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES 
 
SEMINAR SEVEN: MENTAL HEALTH AND END-OF-LIFE CONCERNS 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT:  RESOURCE ALLOCATION (WITH A FOCUS ON HUMAN ORGANS) 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION 
 
SEMINAR TEN:  STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION 
 
SEMINAR ELEVEN:  STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION 
 
SEMINAR TWELVE:  STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION 
 
Assessment 
 
I. How students are assessed and weightage (overall score of 100%): 

 

 Participation and Contribution to Discussions in Seminars, including preparation for pre-
seminar activities or readings (5%) 

 Outline of Presentation (5%) 

 Written Assignment (25%) 

 Presentation of Research (15%) 

 Final Essay (50%) 
 
II. When students assessed: 
 

 Participation in Seminars: Throughout the Semester 

 Outline of Presentation: 17 September 2015 (Thursday), Submit by 10pm 

 Written Assignment: 1 October 2015 (Thursday), Submit by 10pm 

 Presentation of Research: In the period of Week 9 to Week 12 (Order of Presentations will 
be determined based on the topics chosen or by ballot, depending on which is most 
appropriate.) 

 Final Essay: 19 November 2015 (Thursday), Submit by 10pm 
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Written Assignment: The written assignment to be submitted on 1 October 2015 will be a 
response to one of five questions on topics discussed from Week 1 to Week 6. The assignment 
should be no less than 2,000 words, excluding footnotes. Detailed instructions on the written 
assignment will be provided during Seminar 6. 
 
Outline, Presentation and Final Essay: The Outline (due on 17 September 2015) should relate to 
the legal and ethical analysis of a topic of your choice, and it should be no more than 1,200 words. 
Instructions on the outline to be submitted will be provided during Seminar 1. As noted above, the 
order of presentations to begin from Week 9 onwards will be determined by the topic chosen or 
otherwise by ballot. The presentation will be assessed and commented upon by a panel 
comprising at least one independent reviewer and the course instructor, as well as by your fellow 
students in the course. The Final Essay (due on 19 November 2015) should be based on your 
outline and presentation, as well as comments received for them. The length of the final essay 
should not be less than 5,000 words, excluding footnotes. A separate abstract of 200 words should 
also be submitted together with the Final Essay. 
 
About the Instructor 

Calvin WL HO, JSD, MSc (Economics), LLM, Advocate & Solicitor (Supreme Court of Singapore) 

Dr Calvin Ho is Assistant Professor at the Centre for Biomedical Ethics in the Yong Loo Lin School of 
Medicine, National University of Singapore (NUS), Co-Head of the World Health Organization 
Collaborator Centre on Bioethics in Singapore, and Co-Head of the Accountability Policy Task Team 
of the Global Alliance for Genomics & Health. He is also a Research Associate with The Ethox 
Centre, University of Oxford, and serves as a Volunteer Assistant Director with the Legal Aid 
Bureau (Singapore), as well as a member on the advisory committees for transplantation and on 
genetic testing of the Ministry of Health (Singapore).  

Calvin holds a doctorate in juridical science from Cornell University (New York), and was also 
trained in law at NUS and University of Cambridge (England). In addition, he read sociology and 
economics at the London School of Economics and Political Science, and at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies (University of London). He serves on the Editorial Board of the Asia-Pacific 
Biotech News, and has recently co-edited (with Professor Terry Kaan) the monograph Genetic 
Privacy: An Evaluation of the Ethical and Legal Landscape (Imperial College Press, 2013). His 
research interests include health policy and system, research policy and research ethics, and 
informational confidentiality and privacy. 


