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Profiles  
(sorted in alphabetical order by family name) 

 

Chen Siyuan is an Assistant Professor at the Singapore Management 
University’s School of Law. Before joining SMU, he worked as Justices' Law 
Clerk and Assistant Registrar in the Supreme Court. His research interests lie 
primarily in evidence law in criminal proceedings, and he has published articles 
in journals such as the International Journal of Evidence & Proof and Statute 
Law Review. He is also the co-author of the inaugural edition of International 
Encyclopaedia of Laws: Civil Procedure (Singapore). Apart from teaching 
evidence and civil procedure in SMU, Siyuan also coaches its various 
international moot teams; notable results include the back-to-back Asia Cup  
championships in 2010 and 2011, and emerging 1st-runners-up in the     
international rounds of the 2013 Philip C Jessup moot. In achieving the latter  
result, SMU became the fastest ever law school, as well as the youngest ever  
law school, to reach the international final of the competition. 

   

Maartje de Visser is an Assistant Professor at Singapore Management 
University’s School of Law. Prior to this, she held appointments at Maastricht 
University and Tilburg Law School in the Netherlands. Prof. de Visser read for 
law at Maastricht (meester in de rechten, cum laude) and Oxford University 
(MJur with distinction), and obtained her PhD at Tilburg University (cum laude). 
The topic of her doctoral thesis formed the basis for her first book, entitled 
Network-based Governance in EC Law: The example of EC Competition and 
EC Communications Law (Oxford, Hart Publishing, 2009). Prof de Visser’s 
main research interests are in the fields of European and comparative 
constitutional law. Between 2008 and 2013, she was a member of the European 
and National Constitutional Law (EuNaCon) project, funded by the European 
Research Council (ERC), researching the organisation and operation of  

   constitutional review in 11 European countries and the European Union. The  
   results of her research was published as Constitutional Review in Europe – A  
   Comparative Analysis (Oxford, Hart Publishing, 2013). Maartje has further  
   published on judicial networks and judicial dialogues, EU institutional law and  
   comparative constitutional law, and has recently co-edited a volume entitled  
   Constitutional Conversations in Europe – Actors, Topics and Procedures  
   (Antwerp, Intersentia, 2012). 

 
MICHAEL DOWDLE has been a Visiting Associate Professor with NUS 
Faculty of Law since 2008. He was formerly Chair in Globalization and 
Governance at the Institutd Etudes Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po) where he 
taught graduate and undergraduate courses on comparative constitutionalism and 
comparative regulation. Prior to that, he held faculty positions at the University 
of Washington School of Law, Qinghua University Law School, the Australian 
National University, and the New York University School of Law. 
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Goh Yihan is an Associate Professor at the Singapore Management University 
(SMU) Faculty of Law. Prof. Goh specialises in the law of contract and torts, 
with a secondary interest in the principles of statutory interpretation, and the 
legal process generally. He has published in local journals such as the Singapore 
Journal of Legal Studies, and the Singapore Academy of Law Journal, as well as 
international journals such as the Law Quarterly Review, the Journal of Contract 
Law, the Journal of Business Law, the Civil Justice Quarterly, and the Statute 
Law Review. Prof. Goh works have been cited by the Law Society of Singapore 
Disciplinary Tribunal, the Singapore Court of 3 Supreme Court Judges, the 
Singapore High Court, and the Singapore Court of Appeal. 

 

 
 

 Andrew Harding is a Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
Faculty of Law. He is a leading scholar in the fields of Asian legal studies and 
comparative constitutional law. He commenced his academic career at NUS 
before moving to SOAS, University of London, where he became Head of the 
Law School and Director of the Centre for South East Asian Studies. He joined 
NUS, as Director of the Centre for Asian Legal Studies and Director of the Asian 
Law Institute, from the University of Victoria, BC Canada, where he was 
Professor of Asia-Pacific Legal Relations and Director of the Centre for Asia-
Pacific Initiatives. Professor Harding has worked extensively on constitutional 
law in Malaysia and Thailand, and has made extensive contributions to 
scholarship in comparative law, and law and development, having published nine  

                          books as author or editor. He is co-founding-editor of Hart Publishing's book  
                          series ‘Constitutional Systems of the World’, a major resource for constitutional  
                         law in context, and has authored the books on Malaysia and Thailand in that series  
                         (2011, 2012). 

. 
 

 

Swati Jhaveri is an Assistant Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
Faculty of Law. Prior to joining NUS, Prof. Jhaveri taught at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Faculty of Law. While at CUHK, she was 
awarded the Vice Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award. She was also awarded 
a competitive research grant from the General Research Fund of the Research 
Grants Council of Hong Kong to investigate the post-1997 impact of judicial 
review on legislative process and content. Prof. Jhaveri’s areas of research include 
public law and the law of torts. She has published in these areas in Public Law, the 
Tort Law Review and the International Journal of Constitutional Law. She is also 
co-author of Hong Kong Administrative Law (Lexis Nexis Butterworths, Hong 
Kong, 2013) (with M Ramsden and A Scully-Hill) as well as Effective Judicial 
Review: A Cornerstone for Good Governance (Oxford University Press, 2010) 
(with C Forsyth, M Elliott, M Ramsden and A Scully-Hill). 
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Michael Hor is Dean of University of Hong Kong’s Faculty of Law. Professor 
Hor specializes in most matters related to criminal justice. He has taught and 
published in criminal law, evidence, and criminal procedure. He has been a 
Consultant to the Ministry of Law, Singapore, and the Criminal Practice 
Committee of the Law Society of Singapore. He has also been Chief Editor of the 
Singapore Journal of Legal Studies, a member of the editorial boards of the 
Singapore Academy of Law Journal and the Asian Journal of Comparative Law, 
and an advisor to the Singapore Law Review and the Criminal Justice Club, 
NUS. He has also been Chairman of the Faculty Search (Hiring) Committee and 
a member of the Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee, NUS. He has been a  

                           Distinguished Visitor at the Law Faculty of the University of Toronto, a Visitor   
                           at Oxford Centre for Criminology, and Visiting Professor at the University of  
                           Hong Kong Law Faculty, where he was also an advisor to its Centre for  
                           Comparative and Public Law. 

 

Jack Tsen-Ta Lee is an Assistant Professor of Law at the Singapore Management 
University (SMU). After his postgraduate studies at the University College 
London on a British Chevening Scholarship, he returned to Singapore and worked 
as an Assistant Director for the Singapore Academy of Law, a professional 
association of judges, lawyers, government legal officers and law academics. His 
doctoral research at the University of Birmingham examined the interpretation of 
bills of rights from a comparative law perspective. Prof. Lee has published widely 
on constitutional law, human rights law, and cultural property and heritage law. 
Some of his recent publications include According to the Spirit and not to the 
Letter: Proportionality and the Singapore Constitution, Vienna J. on International   

  Constitutional Law (2014, forthcoming), The Text through Time  31(3) Statute  
  Law Review 217 (2010), and Interpreting Bills of Rights: The Value of a  
 Comparative Approach 5 International Journal of Constitutional Law 122  
  (2007). 
 

Calvin Liang is a Senior Associate at Tan Kok Quan Partnership. He read law at 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) where he graduated 
with First Class Honours in 2009. There, he received the Sweet & Maxwell Prize 
(best overall performance for the first-year examinations), Blackstone Chambers 
Prize (Best mark in Public Law), Dechert Prize (Best mark in Property Law) and 
best mark in Criminal Law. He then pursued his Masters at the University of 
Oxford (Bachelor of Civil Law) where he graduated with Distinction in 2010. He 
began his legal career as a Justices’ Law Clerk to the Chief Justice and Judges of 
the Singapore Supreme Court. He subsequently held a concurrent appointment as 
an Assistant Registrar of the Supreme Court. He also served as an adjunct 
professor at the Singapore Management University teaching Constitutional and 
Administrative Law. 
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Jaclyn Neo is an Assistant Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
Faculty of Law where she is also an Executive Member of the Centre for Asian 
Legal Studies and a Committee Member of the Asia Pacific Centre for 
Environmental Law. Prof. Neo recently received her Doctor of the Science of 
Law (JSD) from Yale, where she worked on a new constitutional theory on state 
and religion. She is a recipient of several academic scholarships, including the 
NUS Law Faculty scholarship and the NUS Overseas Graduate Scholarship. Prof. 
Neo has published extensively in the area of constitutional law and human rights 
law. She has published in the International Journal of Constitutional Law (I-
CON), Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, Human Rights Quarterly, and the  
Singapore Journal of Legal Studies. She was also the lead researcher for a ten- 
country research project on religious freedom in ASEAN with the Human Rights  

                          Resource Centre.  
 
 

Victor Ramraj is a Law Chair at the Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives (CAPI) 
and of Professor of Law at the Faculty of Law at the University of Victoria in 
British Columbia, Canada. Before joining the University of Victoria, he was an 
Associate Professor at the National University of Singapore where he twice served 
as the Faculty's Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs (2006-2010, 2011-2012). Prof. 
Ramraj has edited/co-edited several books for Cambridge University Press, 
including Emergencies and the Limits of Legality (2009), Emergency Powers in 
Asia: Exploring the Limits of Legality (2010), and Global Anti-Terrorism Law and 
Policy (second edition, 2011). His scholarly work has been published in the 
Criminal Law Quarterly, Hong Kong Law Journal, International Journal of 
Constitutional Law, International Journal of Law in Context, Singapore Journal of 
Legal Studies, South African Journal on Human Rights, and Transnational Legal 
Theory. Prof. Ramraj has held visiting teaching appointments at University of 
Toronto, Kyushu University, and the Centre for Transnational Legal Studies in 
London, and research appointments at Queen's University Belfast, the 
Transitional Justice Institute, and the University of Cape Town. 

 

Nicole Roughan is an Assistant Professor at the National University of 
Singapore’s Faculty of Law where she is curently the Deputy Director of the 
Centre for Legal Theory. Prior to joining the faculty, Prof. Roughan held 
appointments as Temporary Lecturer in Jurisprudence at the University of 
Cambridge, Teaching Officer at Trinity College Cambridge, Adjunct Lecturer at 
the University of Kent at Brussels, and Lecturer at Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand. Her  book, Authorities: Conflicts, Cooperation, and 
Transnational Legal Theory was published by OUP in 2013. It presents a new, 
pluralist theory of authority, in which relationships between authorities are 
conditions of those authorities' legitimacy. Her current research agenda pursues 
'pluralist jurisprudence,' focusing on projects in general jurisprudence beyond the 
State, the philosophy of both international law and indigenous law, and the idea of 
the legal official in both State and non-State legal orders. 
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David Tan is an Associate Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
Faculty of Law. He holds a PhD from Melbourne Law School, a LLM from 
Harvard, and graduated with a LLB (First Class Honours) / BCom from the 
University of Melbourne. He was named the 1998 Outstanding Young Person of 
Singapore and is also an accomplished fine art fashion photographer, having 
published a coffeetable book “Visions of Beauty” in association with Versace, 
and "Tainted Perfection" in collaboration with Cartier in Singapore. His most 
recent retrospective collection of photographs “David Tan: The First Decade” is 
exclusively distributed by PageOne/Kinokuniya bookstores. David was formerly 
with the Singapore Administrative Service, serving as Director of Sports at 
Ministry of Community Development, Youth & Sports and Director of 
International Talent at Ministry of Manpower. In the area of law, he has 
published in a diverse range of journals like the Harvard Journal of Sports &                            
Entertainment Law, Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal, Yale Journal of                                 

 International Law, Sydney Law Review, Australian Law Journal and Australian  
                           Intellectual Property Journal. 

 

Kevin YL Tan is Adjunct Professor at the Faculty of Law at the National 
University of Singapore (NUS) as well as at the S Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies at Nanyang Technological University (NTU). He is a leading 
scholar in constitutional law, the Singapore legal system, international human 
rights, and legal history. Prof. Tan has edited, co-edited and written over 30 books 
on the law, history and politics of Singapore, including Managing Political 
Change in Singapore: The Elected Presidency (Routledge, 1997), Constitutional 
Law in Malaysia and Singapore (Lexis Nexis, 2010, 3rd ed) (with Thio Li-ann) 
and Evolution of a Revolution: 40 Years of the Singapore Constitution 
(Routledge-Cavendish, 2009) . In addition, Prof. Tan is currently a director of 
Equilibrium Consulting Pte Ltd, President of the Singapore Heritage Society, and 
Chairman of the Foundation for the Development of International     
Law in Asia (DILA). 

 
 

Thio Li-ann is Professor of Law (Provost's Chair) at the National University of 
Singapore (NUS). She teaches on and has published widely in the fields of public 
international law, human rights law, constitutional and administrative law. She 
was formerly Chief Editor, Singapore Journal of International & Comparative 
Law (2000-2003), General Editor, Asian Yearbook of International Law and 
Editor, International Journal of Constitutional Law. She is currently on the 
editorial board of the Journal of East Asia and International Law, National Taiwan 
University Law Review and on the Advisory Board of the New Zealand Yearbook 
of International Law, Australian Journal of Asian law and International Law & 
Human Rights Discourse. Prof, Thio has also taught at the law faculties of Hong 
Kong University and the University of Melbourne. A leading Singapore 
constitutional scholar, she co-authored Constitutional Law in Malaysia and 
Singapore (Lexis Nexis, 2010, 3rd ed) and co-edited Evolution of a Revolution:  

                          40 Years of the Singapore Constitution (Routledge-Cavendish, 2009), both with  
                         Kevin YL Tan.  
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Arun Thiruvengadam is an Assistant Professor at the National University of 
Singapore’s Faculty of Law. After completing his undergraduate education in 1995, 
he served as a law clerk to Chief Justice A.M. Ahmadi at the Supreme Court of 
India for eighteen months, till March 1997. Between 1997 and 1999, he practiced 
in the fields of administrative, constitutional and commercial law before the High 
Court of Delhi and the Supreme Court of India. He has been a Research and 
Teaching Fellow at the National Law School (1999-2001), and at the Global Public 
Service Law Project at NYU School of Law (2003-05). He joined NUS in May 
2005 as a Visiting Fellow, and was appointed an Assistant Professor in January 
2007. He has taught in a visiting capacity at the National University of Juridical 
Sciences, Kolkata, India (Visiting Professor, 2007, 2013), the University of 
Toronto Faculty of Law, Canada (Distinguished Visitor, 2007) and the University  

                        of Trento Faculty of Law, Italy (Visiting Professor, 2013). Prof. Thiruvengadam’s  
                        current research projects include a book project on a contextual analysis of Indian  
                        constitutionalism. 

 
 
 
Dr Yap Po Jen is an Associate Professor at The University of Hong Kong, Faculty 
of Law, where he specializes in Constitutional and Administrative law. He 
graduated from the National University of Singapore with an LLB degree and he 
obtained LLM qualifications from both Harvard Law School and University 
College London. He also has a PhD degree from the University of Cambridge. He 
is an Advocate and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Singapore and an Attorney at 
Law in the State of New York (USA). He is the sole author of a book entitled 
Constitutional Dialogue in Common Law Asia, which will be published by Oxford 
University Press in July 2015.  
 
 

 
 


