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Alessandro Chechi (PhD European University Institute, LLM 
University College London, JD University of Siena) is a post-doctoral 
researcher at the Art-Law Centre of the University of Geneva 
(Switzerland), where he teaches and researches primarily in the area of 
art and cultural heritage law. He is also lecturer in public international 
law at the Faculty of Law of the Université Catholique of Lille (France). 
He is a reporter for Italy of the International Law in Domestic Courts-
Oxford University Press project, member of the Editorial Committee of 
the Italian Yearbook of International Law, member of the Global Legal 
Network of the Université Catholique of Lille, and consultant for the Art 
Law Section of the International Dispute Resolution (IDR) Group. He is 
author of the book The Settlement of International Cultural Heritage 
Disputes (Oxford University Press, 2014), and of other works on topics 
related to cultural heritage law, general international law and dispute 
settlement. The most recent publications include: “State Immunity, 
Property Rights, and Cultural Objects on Loan”, International Journal of 
Cultural Property, 2015, 279-299; “The 2013 Judgment of the ICJ in the 
Temple of Preah Vihear Case and the Protection of World Heritage 
Sites in Wartime”, Asian Journal of International Law, 2015, 1-26, and 
“The Cultural Dimension of Climate Change: Some Remarks on the 
Interface between Cultural Heritage and Climate Change Law”, in von 
Schorlemer S. and Maus S. (eds.), Climate Change as a Threat to 
Peace. Impacts on Cultural Heritage and Cultural Diversity, Peter Lang 
Verlag, 2014, 161-197. 
 
 
 

 

Andrew Harding is a leading scholar in the fields of Asian legal studies 
and comparative constitutional law. He commenced his academic 
career at NUS before moving to SOAS, University of London, where he 
became Head of the Law School and Director of the Centre for South 
East Asian Studies. He joined NUS, as Director of the Centre for Asian 
Legal Studies and Director of the Asian Law Institute, from the 
University of Victoria, BC Canada, where he was Professor of Asia-
Pacific Legal Relations and Director of the Centre for Asia-Pacific 
Initiatives. Professor Harding has worked extensively on constitutional 
law in Malaysia and Thailand, and has made extensive contributions to 
scholarship in comparative law, and law and development, having 
published nine books as author or editor. He is co-founding-editor of 
Hart Publishing's book series 'Constitutional Systems of the World', a 
major resource for constitutional law in context, and has authored the 
books on Malaysia and Thailand in that series (2011, 2012). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Christer Gustafsson, Ph.D. is  a Full Professor in Conservation at 
Uppsala University, Sweden; Professor (hon.) at Nanjing University in 
China; Faculty member at IPMI International Business School, 
Jakarta, Indonesia as well as Member of the Scientific Board of 
Cultural Industries and Complexity Observatory at IULM University, 
Milano, Italy. He is also the Secretary-General for ICOMOS 
International Scientific Committee on Economics of Conservation; A 
Member of the European Union’s panel of experts for European 
Heritage Label (nominated by the European Commission); Member of 
the European Commission’s expert panel for a European Agenda for 
research of cultural heritage and innovation Chairman of the 
evaluation committee CLUE research centre Vrije Universitet 
Amsterdam. Member of expert panel of STINT Swedish Foundation 
for International Cooperation in Research and Higher Education as 
well as Member of the Board of Directors for Cultural Heritage without 
Borders. 
 
Hao Duy Phan is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for 
International Law (CIL), a university-wide research centre at the 
National University of Singapore (NUS).  He is the author of many 
articles on various issues of international law. Prior to joining CIL, he 
worked as a legal expert at the Department of International Law and 
Treaties, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, and a visiting 
research fellow at the East-West Center in Washington D.C. and the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. Hao Duy Phan 
received a B.A. from the Institute for International Relations of 
Vietnam, an LL.M. from the University of Notre Dame Law School 
(summa cum laude), and an S.J.D. from the American University 
Washington College of Law. 

  
  

Irene Calboli is currently Lee Kong Chian Fellow, the Deputy Director 
of the Applied Research Centre for Intellectual Assets and the Law in 
Asia, and Visiting Professor at the School of Law, Singapore 
Management University. She is also Professor of Law at Texas A&M 
University School of Law, and Transatlantic Technology Law Fellow 
at Stanford University. She started her academic career at the Faculty 
of Law of the University of Bologna, where she graduated with first-
class honours, and held visiting research positions at the King’s 
College London, the University of California Berkeley, the University 
Complutense, and the Max-Planck-Institute for Innovation and 
Competition. She is also a graduate of the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, and Queen Mary College London. 
She has taught modules for the WIPO LL.M. Program in Torino, the 
CEIPI/WIPO Program in Strasburg, the University of Nijmegen, the 
University of Amsterdam, the University of Essex, the Chinese 
University of Hong-Kong, the European Institute of Macau, and the 
University of Queensland. Irene specializes in Intellectual Property 
and International Trade Law. She has extensively written in these 
areas, and her scholarship has appeared in leading volumes, peer 
reviewed journals, and student edited law reviews. She is an elected 
member of the American Law Institute and currently serves, inter alia, 
as a member of the Executive Committee of the Intellectual Property 
Section of the Association of American Law Schools, and a member 
of the Executive Board of the European Policy for Intellectual Property 
Association (EPIP). 



 

 
  

 

Jack Tsen-Ta Lee is an assistant professor of law at the School of 
Law, Singapore Management University (SMU). He graduated from 
the National University of Singapore in 1995 and practised for about 
six years as a litigator. In 2003 he completed an LLM at University 
College London on a British Chevening Scholarship, during which he 
studied cultural property law under Professor Norman Palmer QC, the 
Academic Director of the Institute of Art and Law. In 2012, he was 
conferred a PhD for research into the interpretation of bills of rights by 
the University of Birmingham. He joined SMU in 2008 where he 
teaches and researches constitutional and administrative law, and 
media law, while maintaining an interest in cultural property and 
heritage law. He was a 2009 Lee Foundation Fellow for Research 
Excellence, and won the School of Law’s Most Promising Teacher 
Award for 2010–2011. He is a member of the National Collection 
Advisory Panel of the National Heritage Board between 2013 and 
2017. 
 
 

 

Jason R. Bonin is currently Research Fellow at the Centre for Asian 
Legal Studies (CALS) at the National University of Singapore, Faculty 
of Law, where he serves as Deputy Editor of the Asian Journal of 
Comparative Law and Principal Investigator for this Cultural Heritage 
Law Workshop. His research at CALS has generally considered the 
many roles that law plays in a wide range of urban governance 
issues, with the focus on cultural heritage being a more recent 
interest. Dr. Bonin holds degrees from the University of Florida (B.A.; 
J.D.), Leiden University (LL.M. (Adv.)) and the National University of 
Singapore (Ph.D.). 

 
 

Kelvin Ang is the Director of Conservation Management at the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA) of Singapore.  He has over a decade 
of experience in both architecture and conservation planning.  URA is 
Singapore’s national planning authority, tasked with the mission to 
plan and guide land use in the country. URA is also Singapore’s 
building conservation authority.  
 
He obtained his Graduate Diploma in the Built Environment 
(Architecture), and subsequently his MSc. in Sustainable Heritage, 
both at the Bartlett School, University College London (UCL), UK. 
Kelvin has led a multi-disciplinary team to deliver several successful 
projects covering: research, planning and policy matters. These 
include the gazette of the Balestier Road area and the redevelopment 
of the historic Beach Road Camp. He was the URA conservation 
consultant for the showcase restoration of the NUS Baba House at 
157 Neil Road. 
 
His current portfolio includes developing public education and 
partnership programmes, overseeing Place Management efforts for 
selected Conservation Areas, as well as conservation enforcement 
work. 

  



 

  
 
 

  

 

Kevin YL Tan is Adjunct Professor at both the Faculty of Law, NUS 
and the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, NTU. A 
specialist in constitutional and administrative law and legal history, he 
has published widely in these areas, having edited and written some 
40 books on the law, history and politics of Singapore. From 2001 to 
2011 he was President of the Singapore Heritage Society, 
Singapore's leading NGO advocating for the preservation of 
Singapore's heritage. He is currently the President of ICOMOS 
Singapore.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lina Lui a PhD., Lecturer at Xi’an Jiaotong University. LLM（

Aberdeen University, UK）, PhD （Xi’an Jiaotong University, China. 

A visiting scholar in Vienna University (Austria) in 2010, an intern at 
Secretary of 2001 UNESCO UCH Protection Convention in Paris in 
2011. My research interests in cultural heritage law, international law, 
IP law. And I currently host a national legal research project entitled 
“Research on Jurisdiction and Ownership of Chinese UCH”. Main 
Publications (within 3 years): (1) Legal research on Chinese 
Underwater Cultural Heritage Law, Beijing: Intellectual Property 
Press, ISBN:9787513030984. 2015.(2) An analysis of the restitution 
of Chinese relics taken before the World War II and exhibited in 

Western Museums(Chinese)，Social Science Journal（CSSCI), 

2014.(3) From Difference to Convergence: A Comparative Analysis of 
the Development of the Legal Protection of the Underwater Cultural 
Heritage in China and the 2001 Convention, Comparative Maritime 
Law (Croatia) ,Vol167, 2013. (4) On the International Cooperation of 
Underwater Cultural Heritages in China (Chinese), Special Issue of 
Legal Research on Cultural Relics Protection(I) Beijing: Cultural 
Relics Press,2014. (5)Translation: Manual for Activities directed at 
Underwater Cultural Heritage: A Guide on the Rules Annexed to the 
UNESCO 2001 Convention on Protection of the UCH, Chapter of 
Legal Context, Beijing: Cultural Relics Press,2013. (6) From 
preserving intangible cultural heritage to enhancing intangible cultural 
heritage international protection——Research on UNESCO List of 
Register of Best Safeguarding Practices (Chinese). Journal of 
Northwest University,2012 (CSSCI).(7) “Ownership of Underwater 
cultural heritage in the Area”, Creighton international and comparative 
law (USA), Vol. 1 2011. Presentation: I presented a speech of A 
Chinese Perspective on the International Legal scheme for the 
Protection Underwater Cultural Heritage at the 2nd Asia-Pacific 
Regional Conference on Underwater Cultural Heritage(Hawaii, 
USA),etc 

  



 

 
 
 

 

 
Mark Evidente is a Senior Lecturer at the University of the 
Philippines Asian Institute of Tourism, and is the Secretary of the 
Philippine Heritage Conservation Society. He is licensed to practice in 
the Philippines both as a lawyer and an environmental (urban and 
regional) planner, and runs a boutique consulting firm, TwoEco, Inc., 
that specialises in the sustainable development planning of tourism 
zones. He has advised the Philippine Department of Tourism, 
Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority, and 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources. He holds law and 
political science degrees from the University of the Philippines, and a 
master’s degree in environmental management from Yale University. 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Steven Gallagher is Associate Professor in Practice of Law and 
Associate Dean (Teaching and Learning) at the Faculty of Law at The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, where he teaches equity and the 
law of trusts to undergraduates and postgraduates, and cultural 
heritage law at postgraduate level. Steven publishes texts on equity 
and the law of trusts in Hong Kong and the UK. He is a frequent 
speaker at professional development courses in Hong Kong. His 
research interests include the origins of the common law of trusts, 
special trusts, cultural heritage law and the law and the dead. Apart 
form texts on equity and he law of trusts publications include: 
 • ‘Confusing Criminal and Civil law: when may a hospital refuse to 
release a dead body?’ (2014) 22 The Journal of Law & Medicine  
• ‘Museums and Human Remains: an Equitable Solution’ (2010) 17 
International Journal of Cultural Property 65-86. 
• ‘Raising the Dead: Exhumation and the Faculty Jurisdiction: should 
we presume to exhume? [2010] 1 Web Journal of Current Legal 
Issues  
• ‘Protecting the Dead: Exhumation and the Ministry of Justice’- [2008] 
5 Web Journal of Current Legal Issues  
Recent presentations include: 
• “Cultural Heritage Law and Chinese cultural heritage”: Oxford 
University, China Centre, Digital Cultural Heritage, China, 30 
September – 2 October 2015 
• "One Culture, Two Systems: Changing Attitudes to Cultural Heritage 
Protection and Illicit Smuggling in Hong Kong and China”. Art Crime 
Conference, Amelia, Umbria, Italy, 27 June 2015. 
• “Chinese Customary Land Law” (21 November 2014), part of the 
seminar series “Chinese Customary Law in Hong Kong” at the Faculty 
of law, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
• “Protecting the Underwater Cultural Heritage in the waters 
surrounding Hong Kong”. The Asia-Pacific Conference on Underwater 
Cultural Heritage, Honolulu, Hawaii, 15 May 2014.  
• “Chinese Customary Trusts for the Dead in Hong Kong”. The Centre 
for Death and Society Conference, Bath, England, 29-30 June 2013 
 



 

 
 
 

 Trent Ng holds a Master of Public Policy from the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy and a Bachelors of Law from the National 
University of Singapore. His research interest on the issues of 
heritage conservation and heritage impact assessment began when 
wrote his Master’s Thesis on the same subject matter. Trent is 
currently doing his pupillage as a trainee solicitor at TSMP Law 
Corporation. 
 

 


