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Profiles 
(sorted in alphabetical order by family name) 

NOOR AISHA ABDUL RAHMAN is currently Head at the Department of 
Malay Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Science, National University of 
Singapore. Her research and teaching areas include Malay legal history and 
institutions, Muslim law and its administration in Singapore and Malaysia, 
marriage within the Muslim community of Singapore and sociology of 
religion (Islam and Malay religious orientations). Her major publications 
include Colonial Image of Malay Adat Laws (Brill, 2006), Secularism and 
Spirituality: Seeking Integrated Knowledge and Success in Madrasah 
Education in Singapore. (IPS/Marshall Cavendish,2006) (ed) and Religious 
Activism and Women’s Development, (RIMA,2013) (ed). She has also written 
articles on the Muslim law on marriage and divorce, gender and religious life 
of the Malays. She is a member of the Board of Trustees, ISEAS.   
 

ANN BLACK is the Director of Post-Graduate Programs at the Law School of 
University of Queensland and is Deputy Director of its Centre for Public, 
International and Comparative Law. Her main area of research (and 
teaching) is now the law and legal systems of Asia with specific emphasis on 
the role of Islamic law, and how models of legal pluralism impact on gender, 
religion and political processes. One vehicle for analysis has been role for 
religion in the legal system in Brunei Darussalam. Another has been in the 
burgeoning area of legal and religious pluralism in Australia, including how 
Australian Courts are approaching Islamic law and concepts. As an 
Australian lawyer (also a non-Muslim) she uses comparative methodology to 
evaluate Islamic law in contemporary contexts. Recently published is Modern 
Perspectives on Islamic Law (Elgars 2013)) with Drs Hossein (UWO) and 
Esmaeili (Flinders University) and she was co-editor with Gary Bell (NUS) 
for Law and Legal Institutions of Asia: traditions, adaptations and 
innovations (CUP, 2012). After completing an ASLI Fellowship at NUS, 
Singapore’s approach has been informative, eg.: ‘Could Singapore’s Legal 
Pluralism work in Australia? (2012) 65 Journal of Legal Pluralism and this 
comparison is also the basis of a forthcoming book chapter. 
 

LYNETTE CHUA is assistant professor of law at the National University of 
Singapore. She is an interdisciplinary scholar with research interests in law 
and social change, and law and social movements. Her forthcoming book 
published by Temple University Press, Mobilizing Gay Singapore: Rights and 
Resistance in an Authoritarian State, examines the emergence, development, 
and strategies and tactics of Singapore's gay and lesbian movement, and 
explicates the complex role of law and the meanings of rights. Her research is 
also published in such journals as Law and Society Review and the Asian 
Journal of Law and Society. 
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MELISSA CROUCH is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Asian Legal 
Studies, the Law Faculty, the National University of Singapore. She has 
previously been a Research Fellow at the International Institute of Asian 
Studies (Leiden), and the Centre for Islamic Law and Society and the Asian 
Law Centre at the Melbourne Law School, the University of Melbourne. 
Melissa has conducted empirical research in Indonesia and Myanmar. Her 
research has been published in journals such as the Sydney Law Review, 
Asian Studies Review and the Hague Journal on the Rule of Law. She is the 
author of Law and Religion in Indonesia: Conflict and the Courts in West 
Java (Routledge 2013). Her current research is on constitutionalism and the 
process of law reform in Burma, with a particular focus on relations between 
Islam and the state. She is the co-editor (with Professor Tim Lindsey) of an 
edited volume on Law, Society and Transition in Myanmar (Hart Publishing, 
forthcoming 2014). 

 

JULIETTE DUARA obtained a B.A. from Whitman College in 1982 and an 
M.A. from Stanford University in 1985.  Following several years of 
coordinating international education programs, she enrolled in the 
University of Chicago Law School, completing her J.D. there in 1995.  Upon 
graduation from law school, Duara practiced law in the Chicago area, 
specializing in trusts and estates, from 1995 – 2008, achieving partnership in 
the firm Bell, Boyd & Lloyd during this time.  In 2008 Duara moved with her 
family to Singapore where she commenced an LLM by Research Program at 
the National University of Singapore Faculty of Law, a degree which she 
completed in 2010 at which time she commenced work on her Ph.D. in law at 
NUS.  Duara’s areas of interest include comparative constitutional law, 
gender equality, and inheritance and succession law, all as these topics are 
relevant in Asian contexts. 

 

DANIEL GOH is Associate Professor of Sociology and Convener of the 

Cultural Cultural Studies Minor and Cultural Studies in Asia PhD 

Programmes, National University of Singapore. He specializes in 

comparative-historical sociology and studies state formation, race and 

multiculturalism, urban politics and religion. His current work focuses on 

the cultural politics of history, heritage and global city making in Hong Kong, 

Penang and Singapore. His papers and book chapters can be found at 

www.danielpsgoh.com. 
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ANDREW HARDING is Professor of Law and Director of the Centre for Asian 
Legal Studies at NUS. His work has related mainly to constitutional issues in 
SE Asia, but also to comparative law and law and development. He has 
published extensively on Malaysia. His latest book, The Constitution of 
Malaysia: A Contextual Analysis (Hart Publishing, Oxford, 2012), is part of 
the series Constitutional Systems of the World, of which Professor Harding is 
also co-founding-editor. His book Law, Government and the Constitution in 
Malaysia MLJ, Kuala Lumpur, 1996) is a leading text on the subject. With 
Professor HP Lee he co-edited Constitutional Landmarks in Malaysia: The 
First 50 Years, 1957-2007 (Kuala Lumpur, LexisNexis 2007). He has 
published numerous articles and book chapters on the Malaysian 
Constitution and Malaysian law. 

 

ARIF JAMAL is an Assistant Professor of Law at NUS. He studied politics                         
(BA) and law (LLB) in Canada and was called to the Bar of British Columbia. 
Thereafter, he undertook post-graduate work in the UK earning an LLM 
degree, focusing on Islamic law, at the School of Oriental & African Studies 
(SOAS) and then completing his doctorate the Faculty of Laws at University 
College London (UCL). Before joining NUS, Arif taught at UCL Laws and at 
the School of Law at SOAS and he was also a Visiting Researcher with the 
Islamic Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School. Arif's research and 
teaching interests include legal and political theory, law and religion and law 
in Muslim contexts. 

 
MAZNAH MOHAMAD is Associate Professor with the Department of 
Malay Studies and Southeast Asian Studies at the National University of 
Singapore. From 2006 till 2011 she held a Visiting Senior Research 
Fellowship at the Asia Research Institute, and was Associate Professor at the 
School of Social Sciences, University of Science, Malaysia from 1979 till 
2006. She also held the Visiting Professorship of ASEAN and International 
Studies at the Munk Centre for International Studies, University of Toronto, 
Canada in 2001. She specializes in gender, ethnic and Islamic studies with 
regional emphases on Malaysia and Southeast Asia. Her published books 
include, Feminism and the Women’s Movement in Malaysia (Routledge, co-
authored, 2006), Muslim-non-Muslim Marriage: Political and Cultural 
Contestations in Southeast Asia (ISEAS, co-edited, 2009), Melayu: The 
Politics, Poetics and Paradoxes of Malayness (NUS Press, co-edited, 2011,)   
Changing Marriage Patterns in Southeast Asia: Economic and Socio-
Cultural Dimension (Routledge, co-edited 2011) and Family Ambiguity and 
Domestic Violence in Asia: Concept, Law and Process (Sussex Academic 
Press , co-edited 2013).  Her articles on Islamic law and the family in 
Malaysia are published in the journals, Economy and Society (2010), 
International Journal on Law, Policy and the Family (2011) and Asian 
Journal of Social Science (2011).  
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JACLYN NEO is an Assistant Professor of Law at the National University of 
Singapore (NUS). An alumni of the NUS Law Faculty, Jaclyn joined the 
faculty in 2007 when she was awarded the NUS Overseas Graduate 
Scholarship to pursue her Masters of Laws from Yale Law School. She 
subsequently received another scholarship to pursue her Doctor of the 
Science of Law from Yale Law School, which she is expecting to receive this 
year. Her dissertation addresses what she calls Mixed Constitutions, which 
defies conventional understandings of the secular state. Jaclyn’s research 
covers a wide range of issues, including constitutional law, international 
human rights law, women and minority rights, as well as immigration and 
citizenship law. 

 
 
NICOLE ROUGHAN’s research interests span jurisprudence, legal 
pluralism, and indigenous law. Her previous work has explored relationships 
between authorities within and beyond the state, with her book 'Authorities' 
published in 2013. The book presents a new, pluralist theory of authority, in 
which relationships between authorities are conditions of those authorities' 
legitimacy. 
 

 
 
 

  

BENJAMIN SCHONTHAL is Lecturer in Asian Religions. He received his 
Ph.D. in the field of History of Religions at the University of Chicago and has 
taught at the University of Chicago and Victoria University in Wellington. 
His research examines the intersections of law, politics and religion in late-
colonial and contemporary Southern Asia, with a particular focus on Sri 
Lanka. His dissertation, Ruling Religion: Buddhism, Politics and Law in 
Contemporary Sri Lanka, was awarded the Law and Society Association’s 
Dissertation Prize, 2013. He is in the process of completing a book 
manuscript tentatively titled "Constitutional Buddhism: Regulating Religion 
in Buddhist Southern Asia." 

 
RONOJOY SEN has worked for over a decade in leading Indian newspapers. 
He was last with The Times of India, New Delhi, where he was a Senior 
Assistant Editor on the editorial page. Dr Sen holds a PhD in Political 
Science from the University of Chicago. He has a BA in History from 
Presidency College, Calcutta, India. He has been a Visiting Fellow at the 
National Endowment for Democracy, Washington, D.C. and the East-West 
Center Washington, and Fellow of the International Olympic Museum, 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Dr Sen is the author of Articles of Faith: Religion, 
Secularism, and the Indian Supreme Court (Oxford University Press, 2010; 
paperback 2012). He has contributed to edited volumes and has published in 

several leading journals. 
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EUGENE TAN is associate professor of law at the School of Law, Singapore 
Management University (SMU) and co-director of the SMU Centre for 
Scholars’ Development. An advocate and solicitor of the Supreme Court of 
Singapore, Eugene is a graduate of the National University of Singapore, the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, and Stanford University 
where he was a Fulbright Fellow. His inter-disciplinary research interests 
include the mutual interaction of law and public policy, the regulation of 
ethnic conflict, and the government and politics of Singapore. He has 
published in these areas in various edited volumes and internationally 
refereed journals such as Asian Journal of Business Ethics, Australian 
Journal of Asian Law, The China Quarterly, Citizenship Studies, Ethnic and 
Racial Studies, Ethnopolitics, Hong Kong Law Journal, Israel Law Review, 
Journal of Asian Business, Law and Policy, Singapore Law Review, Singapore 
Year Book of International Law, Terrorism and Political Violence, and Yonsei 
Law Journal.  Eugene also authored The State of Play of CSR [Corporate 
Social Responsibility] in Singapore (Lien Centre for Social Innovation, 2011). 


