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Profiles 
(sorted in alphabetical order by family name) 

NAUSHEEN H. ANWAR is a Research Fellow in the Asian Urbanisms 
Cluster at the Asia Research Institute, National University Singapore. She 
received her PhD in Urban Studies/Urban Planning from the Graduate 
School of Architecture, Planning & Preservation, Columbia University. 
Nausheen’s research and teaching interests lie at the crossroads of urban 
planning/urban studies, migration studies, political anthropology and 
gender studies with a focus on modern Pakistan and broadly urban South 
Asia. She is currently working on a book length project. Based on historical 
and ethnographic research, it looks at how migration/mobility, planning and 
the politics of the poor intersect in the broader context of urban change in 
postcolonial, globalizing Karachi. Aspects of her work appear 
in Antipode, Citizenship Studies and ARI Working Paper Series.  

 

JUDITH BEYER is a post-doctoral research fellow in the Department “Law 
and Anthropology” at the Max-Planck-Institute for Social Anthropology in 
Germany. Her project “Law and Religion in Myanmar. (De-)Constructing 
Religious Communities” focuses on the governance of religion in disputing 
processes concerning land, property and investment. Fieldwork was carried 
out from  December 2012 until April 2013 and will continue from October 
until December 2013. Preparations included two language courses and a one-
month fellowship at the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies 
in Kolkata. Previously, Beyer has worked on the legal anthropology of Central 
Asia. Her monograph “According to Customary Law: Legal Pluralism and the 
Ordering of Everyday Life in Kyrgyzstan” is under review with University of 
Pittsburgh Press. Her co-edited volume on “Ethnographies of the State in 
Central Asia” will appear with Indiana University Press. Beyer received the 
“Best graduate student paper on Eurasia”-award at the ASN World 
Convention, Columbia University, New York. 
 

MARY P. CALLAHAN is Associate Professor of International Studies in the 
Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, Washington. She is the author of Making Enemies: 
War and Statebuilding in Burma (2003). She has also authored other articles 
and monographs on 20th century Myanmar and Southeast Asian politics, 
including “The Generals Loosen Their Grip” (Journal of Democracy 2012) 
and a recent monograph, Drivers of Political Change in Post-Junta, 
Constitutional Burma (USAID: February 6, 2012). Callahan is presently on 
leave from the University of Washington to conduct research in Myanmar. 
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ALISTAIR D B COOK is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Non-Traditional 
Security (NTS) Studies, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), 
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. In 2012-2013, he was a 
visiting research fellow at the East Asian Institute of the National University 
of Singapore. He holds a PhD from the University of Melbourne, MA from 
Purdue University and M.A. (Hons) from St. Andrews University. His 
research focuses on human security, peace and conflict studies, Myanmar, 
and regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific. His most recent publication is 
Non-Traditional Security in Asia: Issues, Challenges and Frameworks for 
Action (ISEAS, 2013). 

MELISSA CROUCH is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Asian Legal 
Studies, the Law Faculty, the National University of Singapore. She has 
previously been a Postdoctoral Fellow at the International Institute of Asian 
Studies, Leiden, and a Research Fellow at the Melbourne Law School, the 
University of Melbourne. Melissa's research has been published in journals 
such as the Sydney Law Review, Asian Studies Review and the Singapore 
Journal of Legal Studies. She is the author of Law and Religion in 
Indonesia: Conflict and the Courts in West Java (Routledge). Her current 
research is on administrative law; constitutionalism and minorities; and 
Islam and the state in Myanmar. 

ANDREW HARDING is Professor of Law and Director of the Centre for Asian 
Legal Studies at NUS. His work has related mainly to constitutional issues in 
SE Asia, but also to comparative law and law and development. He has 
published extensively on Malaysia. His latest book, The Constitution of 
Malaysia: A Contextual Analysis (Hart Publishing, Oxford, 2012), is part of 
the series Constitutional Systems of the World, of which Professor Harding is 
also co-founding-editor. His book Law, Government and the Constitution in 
Malaysia MLJ, Kuala Lumpur, 1996) is a leading text on the subject. With 
Professor HP Lee he co-edited Constitutional Landmarks in Malaysia: The 
First 50 Years, 1957-2007 (Kuala Lumpur, LexisNexis 2007). He has 
published numerous articles and book chapters on the Malaysian 
Constitution and Malaysian law. 

STEPHEN KECK is Associate Professor of History and Head of the 
Department of International Studies at the American University of Sharjah.  
He earned both a BA and an M.Div from Yale University and a doctorate in 
modern British history from Oxford University. His research focuses upon 
British writing about Southeast Asia (particularly Burma) Victorianism and 
John Ruskin’s historical thought.  He is currently working on a monograph 
entitled Burma at the Turn of the Century, 1895-1918 and he is in the final 
stages of preparing Sir Arthur Helps and the Making of Victorianism for 
publication.  His teaching interests include Southeast Asian and European  
history, Imperialism, historiography and global history. He has taught at the 
College of Charleston and the National University of Singapore.  
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AUNG KO KO studied Bachelor of Science in engineering, and in 2010 
completed a certificate course for social entrepreneurship with outstanding 
performance with Myanmar Egress Capacity Development Center. During the 
election 2010, he was involved in training for grassroots about political 
awareness and state building process at the lowest level- remote villages.  He 
is now teaching Political Economy, the Constitution and Public Policy to 
political parties, ethnic groups, civil societies, even public servants and some 
MPs at Naypyidaw. He is also involved in some of the research projects such 
as election monitoring, education, sanction and citizenship issue cooperated 
with Myanmar Egress’s research unit. He is the founder of “Lighthouse” which 
is delivering liberal education for the Muslim community since 2011.  

 
NYI NYI KYAW is a PhD (politics) candidate at the School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences at the University of New South Wales in Canberra, Australia. 
He has an MSc in international political economy awarded by Nanyang 
Technological University in Singapore and a master’s in human rights and 
democratization (Asia Pacific) awarded by Sydney University in Australia.  

CLARK LOMBARDI joined the University of Washington law school faculty in 
2004. A specialist in Islamic law and in constitutional law, he teaches in these 
areas and also teaches courses in federalism, comparative law, and 
development law. Professor Lombardi's current research and writing have 
focused on the evolution of Islamic law in contemporary legal systems. He also 
focuses on comparative judicial institutions and on the way that constitutional 
systems deal with religious organizations and religious law. Professor 
Lombardi has a Ph.D. in Religion from Columbia University where he focused 
on Islamic law. Professor Lombardi has lived, worked or studied in Indonesia, 
Yemen, Egypt, and Afghanistan. He has taught courses on Islamic law at 
Columbia Law School and the NYU Department of Middle East Studies. He 
has spoken at the Council on Foreign Relations and numerous academic 
forums. He has been involved in projects advising on constitutional or legal 
reform in the Muslim world, including Iraq and Afghanistan. In recognition of 
his work, he was named a Carnegie Scholar for 2006-08, which allowed him to 
expand his research into Islamic law and constitutionalism in the modern 
world. 

JACLYN NEO joined the NUS Law Faculty full time in 2007 when she was 
awarded the NUS Overseas Graduate Scholarship to pursue her masters at 
Yale Law School. A graduate of the NUS Law Faculty, Jaclyn practiced with the 
litigation and dispute resolution department at Wong Partnership where she 
was involved in several significant corporate, commercial and criminal cases. 
She also tutored part-time at the NUS Law Faculty for Public Law.  Currently a 
JSD candidate at the Yale Law School, Jaclyn's research interests are primarily 
in the area of constitutional law, with a specific interest in women, minorities 
and religion. 
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PHYU PHYU OO is working in United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS) who provides technical assistance to National Health Programs. She 
gained her bachelor degree from University of Pharmacy, Yangon in 2005. She 
possesses extensive experience in procuring medical commodities and supply 
chain management of Public Health Programs through her working 
experiences of over 7 years in UN and INGOs. She is currently studying 
Purchasing and Supply at Chartered Institute, UK. 
 
 

 
MATT SCHISSLER has lived and worked in Myanmar and Thailand since 
2007. He is based in Yangon, where he is the Advisor to the Paung Ku civil 
society strengthening program. He has also supported ethnic human rights 
and media organizations, where he focused on strengthening local capacity to 
document human rights violations, advocate for human rights, and work as 
independent journalists. He holds an MSt in International Human Rights Law 
from Oxford, and earned distinction for a dissertation on the relationship 
between local responses to forced labour demands in eastern Myanmar and 
transnational efforts to enforce the ILO Forced Labour Convention. He also 
holds BAs in Rhetoric and in Politic Science from Whitman College (USA), 
and earned distinction for a thesis on hate speech and ironic performance, as 
well as a college award for student-faculty research on the ‘fighting words’ 
legal doctrine. He speaks Burmese.  
 

BENJAMIN SCHONTHAL is Lecturer in Asian Religions. He received his 
Ph.D. in the field of History of Religions at the University of Chicago and has 
taught at the University of Chicago and Victoria University in Wellington. His 
research examines the intersections of law, politics and religion in late-colonial 
and contemporary Southern Asia, with a particular focus on Sri Lanka. Ben's 
work appears in The Immanent Frame, Sightings, The Sri Lanka Reader (Duke 
UP, 2011) and the Cambridge Companion to Law and Buddhism (CUP, 
forthcoming, 2013). His dissertation, Ruling Religion: Buddhism, Politics and 
Law in Contemporary Sri Lanka, was awarded the Law and Society 
Association’s Dissertation Prize, 2013. Ben teaches courses on Buddhism, 
Southern Asian religions, religion and law, and methods and theories in the 
study of religion 

 
RONOJOY SEN has worked for over a decade in leading Indian newspapers. 
He was last with The Times of India, New Delhi, where he was a Senior 
Assistant Editor on the editorial page. Dr Sen holds a PhD in Political Science 
from University of Chicago. He has an MA in International Studies from 
University of South Carolina and a BA in History from Presidency College, 
Calcutta, India. He has been a Visiting Fellow at the National Endowment for 
Democracy, Washington, D.C. and the East-West Center Washington, and 
Fellow of the International Olympic Museum, Lausanne, Switzerland. Dr Sen 
is the author of Articles of Faith: Religion, Secularism, and the Indian 
Supreme Court (Oxford University Press, 2010; paperback 2012). He has 
contributed to edited volumes and has published in several leading journals, 
including Pacific Affairs, South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, Journal 
of Democracy, India Review and Sport and Society. He has written for The 
Times of India, The Straits Times and Today. 

http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2012/05/08/reading-religious-freedom-in-sri-lanka/
http://divinity.uchicago.edu/martycenter/publications/sightings/archive_2011/1208.shtml
http://www.dukeupress.edu/Catalog/ViewProduct.php?productid=15631
http://www.lawandsociety.org/boston2013/2013_award_winners.html
http://www.lawandsociety.org/boston2013/2013_award_winners.html
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MOHD MOHIYUDDIN MOHD SULAIMAN is currently affiliated with the 
Institute of ASEAN Studies & Global Affairs (INSPAG), Faculty of 
Administrative Science & Policy Studies (FSPPP) of University Technology 
MARA (UiTM) Malaysia. He obtained Bachelor in Human Sciences (B.HSc) 
majoring in International Relations from the International Islamic University 
Malaysia (IIUM) in 1998 and was awarded M.A in Strategic and Security 
Studies from the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), National University 
Malaysia, in 1999. His research interest has been on political Islam in 

Southeast Asia in general and Myanmar Islam in specific. His book, ‘Religions 
in Malaysia,’ was published in 2005. Some of his works are available online. 

 
 


