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Publications 
 
ARTICLES 

Tan Hsien-Li, "New approaches to achieving ASEAN regionalism" (2017) 9(2) East Asia Forum Quarterly 10-12 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Not just global rhetoric: Japan's substantive actualization of its human security foreign policy" 
(2010) 10(1) International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 159-187 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "The ASEAN Human Rights Body: Incorporating forgotten promises for policy coherence and 
efficacy" (2008) 12 Singapore Year Book of International Law 239-255 
 
BOOKS 
 
Alison Duxbury and Tan Hsien-Li, Can ASEAN Take Human Rights Seriously? (Cambridge University Press, 2019) 
 
Robert Beckman, Leonardo Bernard, Tan Hsien-Li, Hao Duy Phan and Ranyta Yusran, Promoting Compliance: The 
Role of Dispute Settlement and Monitoring Mechanisms in ASEAN Instruments (Cambridge University Press, 2016) 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights: Institutionalising Human Rights in 
Southeast Asia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011) 
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JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), ASEAN Consumer Law Harmonisation and Cooperation: 
Achievements and Challenges (Authors: Luke Nottage, Justin Malbon, Jeannie Paterson and Caron Beaton-Wells) 
ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), Services Trade in ASEAN: The Road Taken and the Journey Ahead 
(Authors: Dora Neo, Pierre Sauvé and Imola Streho); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2019) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), The Legal Authority of ASEAN as a Security Institution (Authors: 
Hitoshi Nasu, Rob McLaughlin, Donald Rothwell and Tan See Seng); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), Comparative Regional Integration: Governance and Legal Models 
(Authors: Carlos Closa, Lorenzo Casini); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2016)  
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), The Internal Effects of ASEAN External Relations and its impact on the 
legal order of ASEAN (Authors: Ingo Venzke, Thio Li-ann); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), Promoting Compliance: The Role of Dispute Settlement and 
Monitoring Mechanisms in ASEAN Instruments (Bob Beckman, Leonardo Bernard, Hao Duy Phan, Tan Hsien-Li, 
Ranyta Yusran; CIL-NUS); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2016) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), ASEAN Environmental Legal Integration: Sustainable Goals? (Authors: 
Lye Lin Heng, Koh Kheng Lian, Nick Robinson); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2016) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), The ASEAN Economic Community: A Conceptual Approach (Author: 
Jacques Pelkmans); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), The Role of the Public Bureaucracy in Policy Implementation in Five 
ASEAN Countries (Jon Quah (editor), Former professor, National University of Singapore; 5 ASEAN country 
reporters) ; ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), From Treaty-Making to Treaty-Breaking: Models for ASEAN External 
Trade Agreements (Authors: Pieter Jan Kuijper, University of Amsterdam; James Mathis, University of Amsterdam; 
Natalie Morris, Attorney-General's Chambers, Singapore) ; ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), ASEAN’s External Agreements: Law, Practice and the Quest for 
Collective Action (Authors: Marise Cremona, European University Institute; David Kleimann, European University 
Institute; Joris Larik, The Hague Institute for Global Justice; Rena Lee, Attorney-General's Chambers, Singapore; 
Pascal Vennesson, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) ; ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler, M Ewing-Chow and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), ASEAN Economic Cooperation and Integration: 
Progress, Challenges and Future Directions (Authors: Chia Siow Yue, Former director of Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies; Michael Plummer, OECD, Johns Hopkins University); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015)  
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JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), ASEAN as an Actor in International For a: Reality, Potential and 
Constraints (Authors: Paruedee Nguitragool, Chiangmai University; Juergen Rüeland, University of Freiburg); 
ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), The Foundation of the ASEAN Economic Community -- An Institutional 
and Legal Profile (Authors: Edmund Sim, Appleton Luff; Stefano Inama, UNCTAD); ASEAN Integration Through Law 
Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), Towards a Rules-Based Community: An ASEAN Legal Service 
(Authors: Jean Claude Piris, Former Director-General of the European Legal Service; Walter Woon, Centre for 
International Law, National University of Singapore; ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), Rules of Origin in ASEAN: A Way Forward (Authors: Edmund Sim, 
Appleton Luff; Stefano Inama, UNCTAD); ASEAN Integration Through Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2015)  
 
JHH Weiler and Tan Hsien Li (series editors), From Community to Compliance? The Evolution of Monitoring 
Obligations in ASEAN (Author: Simon Chesterman, National University of Singapore); ASEAN Integration Through 
Law Book Series (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
 
CHAPTERS 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Regional Organizations" in Simon Chesterman, Hisashi Owada, and Ben Saul eds., The Oxford 
Handbook of International Law in Asia and the Pacific (Oxford University Press, 2019) 
 
Alison Duxbury and Tan Hsien-Li, "Human Rights Systems in the Asia-Pacific" in Anja Mihr and Mark Gibney eds., 
SAGE Handbook on Human Rights (United Kingdom: SAGE, 2014) 636-654 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights as a Tool for Social Justice" in I Lintel, 
A Buyse and BM Leyh eds., Regional Human Rights Systems - Tools for Social Justice (Utrecht: Intersentia, 2012) 
35-40 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Legal Integration in the ASEAN Community", Centennial Anniversary Essays: Globalization, 
Supranational Law and Legal Integration of the Americas (Mexico: Escuela Libre de Derecho Publishing, 2012) 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Non-state Actors in Southeast Asia: How does civil society contribute toward norm-building in a 
state-centric environment", Participants in the International Legal System: Multiple Perspectives on Non-State 
Actors in International Law (Oxford: Routledge, 2011) 109-125 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Persistent engagement and insistent persuasion: The Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights 
Mechanism’s role in institutionalizing human rights in the ASEAN region" in H Nasu and B Saul eds.,  Human 
Rights in the Asia-Pacific Region: Towards Institution Building (Oxford: Routledge, 2011) 127-144 
 
Tan Hsien-Li and Simon Tay, "Beyond the ballot box and towards governance" in Tan H-LT and Simon Tay eds., 
Elections in Asia: Making Democracy Work? (Singapore: Marshall Cavendish Academic, 2006) 
 
Tan Hsien-Li and Simon Tay, "Southeast Asian cooperation on anti-terrorism: The dynamics and limits of regional 
responses", Global Anti-Terrorism Law and Policy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005) 399-424 
 
JOURNALS EDITED 
 
Tan Hsien-Li (ed), Asian Journal of International Law (United Kingdom, 2015) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, Review of’ Emerging Human Rights Systems in Asia by Tae-Ung BAIK’ (2013) 13(4) Human Rights Law 
Review 797-802 
 
Review of ‘The Constitutionalisation of International Law by Jan Klabbers, Anne Peters, Geir Ulfstein’ (2011) 2(1) 
Asian Journal of International Law 193-194 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Transforming an Informal Political Grouping into a Legalized Intergovernmental Organization: 
Overcoming Legal, Operational, and Cognitive Dissonances in Building a Rules-based ASEAN” (Paper presented at 
the Contestation, Crisis, and Resilience in International Institutions, Max Planck Institute, Heidelberg, 28 - 29 Nov 
2019) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"Reflections on how the Singapore Courts Deal with the Issues of Torture and Death Penalty, Bodily 
Integrity and Due Process" (Paper presented at the Asian Human Rights Court Simulation, 28 July 2019, National 
Taiwan University Law School) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"ASEAN and Human Rights: Moving the Debate Forward" (Paper presented at the 16th Asian Law 
Institute Conference, 11-12 June 2019, NUS Law School, Singapore) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"Transforming an Informal Political Grouping into a Legalized Intergovernmental Organization: 
Overcoming Legal, Operational, and Cognitive Dissonances in Building a Rules-based ASEAN" (Paper presented at 
the 2018 Annual Conference of the International Society of Public Law (ICON-S) – "Identity, Security, Democracy: 
Challenges for Public Law", 25-27 June 2018, Hong Kong) (with Max Planck Institute, Heidelberg) 
 
Tan Hsien Li and Oslo PluriCourts, "Moving the ASEAN discourse forward: Developing human rights in accordance 
with universalism and 'Asian Values' (Paper presented at the 2018 Annual Conference of the International Society 
of Public Law (ICON-S) – "Identity, Security, Democracy: Challenges for Public Law", 25-27 June 2018, Hong Kong)  
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Human Rights Institutions in the Asia-Pacific” (Paper presented at the 2nd ‘Women in Political 
Leadership’ Conference, School of Government and International Relations, Griffith University, 27 - 28 Nov 2017) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,  “The Development of the Rule of Law in ASEAN: The State and Regional Integration” (Paper 
presented at the Human Rights Roundtable, School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet) in the College 
of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian National University, 15 Nov 2017) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "The Legal Dimension of ASEAN" (Paper presented at the ASEAN-EU Meeting, 30-31 October 2017, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "Reconceptualizing Regionalism in Southeast Asia: ASEAN’s Turn to Rules and Institutions" (Paper 
presented at the AsianSIL Korea Conference, Seoul, 25 - 26 Aug 2017) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "Reconceptualizing Regionalism in Southeast Asia: ASEAN’s Turn to Rules and Institutions" (Paper 
presented at the Regional Organization and Regional Integration Seminar, 7-8 August 2017, Singapore) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "Towards a New Conceptualization of Southeast Asian Regionalism in the Rules- and Institutions-
based ASEAN Community" (Paper presented at the International Studies Association Annual Meeting, 21-24 
February 2017, Baltimore, USA) 
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Tan Hsien Li, "Reconceptualizing Regionalism in Southeast Asia: ASEAN’s Turn to Rules and Institutions" (Paper 
presented at the Conference on Global Rule of Law: Normative, Historical, and Critical Approaches, 16-17 
February 2017, NUS Law Faculty, Singapore) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "ASEAN Law and Policy" (Paper presented at the International Law Course to junior officers, 2-3 
February 2017, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "Towards a New Conceptualization of Southeast Asian Regionalism in the Rules- and Institutions-
based ASEAN Community" (Paper presented at the Strategic Diplomacy in Southeast Asia Workshop, 2-3 February 
2017, LKY School, NUS, Singapore) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, "Towards a New Conceptualization of Southeast Asian Regionalism in the Rules- and Institutions-
based ASEAN Community" (Paper presented at the Regional Organization and Regional Integration Seminar, 9-10 
December 2016, London School of Economics) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The Rise of Southeast Asian Regionalism: Ambitions, Laws, and Institutions in the ASEAN 
Community” (Paper presented at the UN Audio Visual Lectures on International Law, NUS Law School, Singapore, 
07 Dec 2016) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Community: Its Ambitions, Laws, and Dispute Settlement Mechanisms” (Paper 
presented at the AsianSIL Vietnam Conference 2016, Melia Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam, 14 - 15 Jun 2016) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"The Legalization and Institutionalization of ASEAN: Conceptualizing a New Pattern in Asian 
Regionalism" (Paper presented at Regional and Constitutional Structures in Tension Workshop , 4-5 Apr 2016, 
University of Geneva,Harvard IGLP, iCourts Copenhagen, Geneva, Switzerland). 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Community: Its Ambitions, Laws, and Dispute Settlement Mechanisms” (Paper 
presented at the Singapore Academy of Law lecture for judicial officers of ASEAN, Singapore Supreme Court, 22 
Feb 2016) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “A Rules-based ASEAN” (Paper presented at the A Rules-based ASEAN, Copthorne King's Hotel, 9 - 10 
Dec 2015) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"A Rules-based ASEAN" (Concept Paper presented at the RSIS-NTU, ASEAN, USAID and US State Dept 
Seminar "A Rules-based ASEAN", Copthorne King's Hotel, Singapore, 9-10 December 2015) 
 
Tan Hsien Li,"Reputational Risks in the Post-Charter ASEAN: Rules-based Reformation or Rhetorical Repetition" 
(Paper presented at the Victoria University of Wellington Faculty of Law, New Zealand, 7-8 Dec 2015) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “ASEAN External Relations: General and Trade Agreements” (Paper presented at the ASEAN 
Integration Through Law Roundtable, The Hague Institute for Global Justice, The Hague, Netherlands, 09 Jun 
2015) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “International Human Rights Law, Regional Mechanisms and ASEAN: Disconnected Paradigms” 
(Paper presented at the European University Institute’s Human Rights Day Colloquium, European University 
Institute, Badia Fiesolana, Florence, Italy, 10 Dec 2013) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The impact of the rule of law in ASEAN and Human Rights on regional and national levels” (Paper 
presented at the CIL Fireside Chat on ASEAN and Human Rights chaired by Professor S Jayakumar and Professor 
Tommy Koh, CIL, NUS, Singapore, 11 Oct 2013) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Why are the protection mechanisms in the Human Rights Commissions of the League of Arab 
States, Organization of Islamic Cooperation and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) so weak?” (Paper 
presented at the Human Rights Colloquium, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland, 8 - 10 Oct 2013) 
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Tan Hsien Li, “Can ASEAN Take Human Rights Seriously” (Paper presented at the Public Plenary on the Rule of Law 
in the ASEAN Community, Grand Copthorne Waterfront, Singapore, 25 Aug 2013) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “ASEAN Human Rights Education” (Paper presented at the ASEAN Universities Network-Human 
Rights Education Network (AUN-HREN), engagement with members of the ASEAN University Network and officials 
from the ASEAN Ministries of Education, Bangkok, Thailand, 12 Jun 2013) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “From “pariah state” to “civilised nation”? A gradual relinquishing of Westphalian sovereignty in 
Myanmar” (Paper presented at the American Society of International Law Meeting, Fairmont, Washington DC, 
USA, 4 - 8 Apr 2013) 
 
MHK Ewing-Chow and Tan Hsien Li, "The Role of the Rule of Law in ASEAN Integration" (Paper presented at the 
Global Governance Programme, Regional Integration Beyond the European Experience: Latin America and Asia, 
Academy of Global Governance (AGG), European University Institute, 3 - 5 Oct 2012, European University 
Institute, Florence, Italy) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “ASEAN and Human Rights” (Paper presented at the ASEAN Integration Through Law Project, August 
Internal Workshop, Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel, Singapore, 20 - 29 Aug 2012) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Documentary Dynamic Analysis of the Evolution of the Objectives of ASEAN and the Means for 
Their Achievement” (Paper presented at the ASEAN Integration Through Law Project, August Internal Workshop, 
Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel, Singapore, 20 - 29 Aug 2012) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights as a Tool for Social Justice” (Paper 
presented at the Conference on Regional Human Rights Systems – Tools for Social Justice?, University of Utrecht, 
16 Mar 2012) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The Impact of the Rome Statute in Southeast Asia and the Way Forward” (Paper presented at the 
Justice for All? The International Criminal Court - A Conference: A Ten Year Review, UNSW, Sydney. Australia, 13 - 
15 Feb 2012) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights: Institutionalising Human Rights in 
Southeast Asia” (Paper presented at the Book Presentation at the United States State Department, Washington 
DC, USA, 16 Nov 2011) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights: Institutionalising Human Rights in 
Southeast Asia” (Paper presented at the Book Presentation at the Jean Monnet Center of International and 
Regional Economic Law and Justice of the New York University Law School, NYU Law School, 10 Nov 2011) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights and Soft Law: Broadening the Reach 
of Regional Human Rights Protections” (Paper presented at the Third Biennial Conference of the Asian Society of 
International Law, Beijing, PRC, 27 - 28 Aug 2011) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Post-Conflict Justice in Southeast Asia: the Limited Impact of the Rome Statute on Indonesia and in 
the Region” (Paper presented at the Post Conflict Justice: Assessing the Impact of the Rome Statute, Leiden 
University, 5 - 6 May 2011) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Persistent Engagement and Insistent Persuasion: The Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights 
Mechanism’s role in institutionalizing human rights in the ASEAN region” (Paper presented at the Sydney Law 
School’s human rights symposium, University of Sydney, Australia, 14 - 15 Nov 2009) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “What the ASEAN human rights body will be: Responses from civil society” (Paper presented at the 
2nd Southeast Asia Media Legal Defense Network Conference, Cebu, Philippines, 27 - 29 Oct 2009) 
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Tan Hsien Li, “Separatism, political resolution and the law: Does the Aceh experience hold clues to peace-building 
in Mindanao” (Paper presented at the 6th Asian Law Institute (ASLI) Conference, HKU, Hong Kong SAR, 29 - 30 
May 2009) 
 
Tan Hsien Li, “Not just global rhetoric: Japan’s substantive actualization of its human security foreign policy” 
(Paper presented at the International Conference on Emerging Donors and New Approaches to Development 
Cooperation,, Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS) and the Global Cooperation Center, Ewha Woman’s 
University, Korea, 4 - 5 Dec 2008) 
 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, " Inaugural ASEAN Law Academy 2018 Report” (ASEAN Senior Law Officials Meeting (ASLOM); 
ASEAN Law Ministerial Meeting (ALAWMM), 2018) 
 
Tan Hsien-Li, "Access to Justice: Business and Human Rights in Southeast Asia" (Centre for Asia and Globalisation 
(CAG), Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore, 2011) 

Tan Hsien-Li, "Human security in the Japan-ASEAN context” (Ushiba Memorial Fellowship Report, Japan 2007/08, 
2008) 

Tan Hsien-Li and Simon Tay, "The South Thailand Conflict and International Law: The ‘New’ Sovereignty 
Reconsidered” (Singapore Institute of International Affairs, 2007) 

Tan Hsien-Li, Yeo Lay Hwee and Joanne Lin, "Governing Singapore: How, Why and Where are we Heading? The 
Singapore ‘Executive-Led; Government System: Reflections for Singapore” (Civic Exchange, 2005)  

Tan Hsien-Li, "Elections in Asia: Is democracy making progress?” (Dialogue + Cooperation 1/2005, FES Singapore, 
2005) 


