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SYNOPSIS

The regulation of cross-border data transfers pursues the objectives of protecting personal privacy, facilitating international
trade, and safeguarding data security. Traditionally, regulatory frameworks across different jurisdictions fall into two categories:
the open model and the data localization model. Each model can only prioritize one or two of the three objectives, making it
impossible to achieve a tripartite balance.

Based on the regulatory practices in China and Singapore, this research develops a balanced regulatory model for cross-border
data transfers. Departing from the traditional “open versus localization” dichotomy, this model strives to achieve all three
objectives simultaneously. It functions through three core mechanisms: improving regulatory precision and flexibility to deliver
targeted and differentiated regulation, adopting institutional instruments such as regulatory sandboxes and pilot schemes, and
clarifying the scope of data security in international cooperation frameworks.

This research elaborates on the core connotations and exploration process of this balanced model, and further analyzes its
strengths, limitations, and practical constraints.
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ZHENG Shufeng is currently a lecturer at the Intellectual Property School of East China University of Political Science and Law.
She earned her Bachelor of Laws from Southwest University of Political Science and Law, her Master of Common Law from the
University of Hong Kong, and her Master of Laws and Doctor of Laws (PhD) specializing in Intellectual Property from Peking
University. She previously served as a researcher at the Peking University Science and Technology Law Research Center, a
research associate at the Applied Research Centre for Intellectual Assets and the Law in Asia (ARCIALA) at Singapore
Management University, and an editor for the Peking University Law Review and Peking University Intellectual Property Review.
She has undertaken visiting research fellowships at the University of British Columbia, the University of Edinburgh and
Singapore Management University. Her research interests cover the regulation of cross-border data transfers, intellectual
property law, and technology law.

REGISTRATION

Visit HERE to register by Wednesday, 28 October 2026, 12pm

There is no registration fee for this seminar. Lunch will be provided for registered participants.
For enquiries, please contact the ASLI Secretariat at asli@nus.edu.sg
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